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WAS botn at Cologn in Gerthany, though 
inctedulous People do take that * for 4 

- Pretence, and better Concealment from 
afty Reſearch that cai be made after me. 
They that kriow it, know it to be one of the 
Mifſtrefſes and compleateſ Cities in that Em- 
pire, not only famed for the Birth of yery 
Illaftrious Petſons of ancient Times, and the 
Honour it hath received from them, but for 
that modern Glory it received by the Enter- 
tainment of the King of Great-Britam, who 
was moſt hoſpifably and cordially, and with 
all imaginable Refſpe&t and Honour treated 
here, when, by virtue of Crorrwell's League 
with France, he departed that Kingdom, 

I mention! this at large, becauſe hence I 
took up thoſe Reſolutions, which fince, with 
fo mach Mtsfortune, I haye put in Execution. 
I obſeryed here the courteous Civility and 
) affable good Temper of the Engliſh Natiort, 
for by thofe Gentlemen that then attended 
> the King, I meaſured his Kingdom. Thote 
were Perfons of ſach wirining and obliging 
Carriage, of ſo eaſy and familiar Addreis, 
' and yet of that generous and regardful Des 
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meanour, that I was hugely taken with ſuck 
fweet Conditions ; and being then young, by 
their frequent Converſe in the Town, which 
was conſtantly in my Ears, came to ſuch an 
acceptable Knowledge of their Manners, that 
I then thought of paſſing over to that Country, 
for a fuller Satisfaction and Delight I had pro- 
miſed myſelf among ſuch a People. 

As to my Parents, who by Pythagoras's 
fanciful Philoſophy, or rather envious Witch- 
craft, have been tranſmigrated into I know 
not what filthy and vile Perſons, of the moſt 
perdite and abominable Sort of Men; I do 
deſire pardon of their Ghoſts, and ſhall ſprinkle 
their Aſhes with my Tears, that I have by 
my unadviſed and ungoverned Reſolution, 
raiſed them from their quiet and honourable 
Graves, to be the ſuſpicious and leud Diſcourſe 
of eyery maleyolent and buſy Tongue. But 
let ſuch know, that my Father's Name was 
Henry Van Wokway, a Licentiate and Doc- 
tor of the Civil Law, and Lord of Holmſtern ; 
a Man eſteemed for his Services done to. this 
City of Cologn, in mediating their Peace and 
Security and Neutrality, in the Swed:ſb and 
German War, and for other Effets of his 
Counſels and Endeavyours to our Eccleſiaſtical 
Prince Eleftor, and the Houſe of Lorain, 
in all thoſe Turmoils of that Country, m the 
firſt Rupture of the Spaniſh and Frenth War. 

I inftance theſe Remarks, becaulſe,, having 
been ſo long dead, ſome nineteen Years, I 
cannot better deſcribe or charaQerize. him to 
Strangers, 
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Strangers, though he was known in his own 
Country by other great and noble Actions, 
as well as for his long and ancient Deſcent 
from an honourable Family of that Name; 
which, whoſoever ſhall give himſelf the 
trouble or curiofity in enquiring, may yet 
find preſcrved from the Ruins of a deſtruftive, 
and but juſt compoſed Conflagration, 

It will ſeem fooliſh and fottiſh Flattery in 
me, to adorn his Monument with any more 
Elogy, to a ſtrange, and perhaps unbelieving 
Nation, who have no Faith for any thing 
they ſee not, or have not heard from plain 
and undeniable Teſtimony. And it I be 
taken for uncharitable in this rigid Imputation, 
let the Practices of thoſe, who have made 
their unreaſonable Incredulity a Pr.:-ace to 
their more barbarous Cruelty, be my Excuſe 
to the World. 

I ſhall not need therefore to particularize 
any more of him, for Places and Circum- 
ſtances, and the like Accidents, will be of 
no greater Demonſtration, or convincing Ve- 
rity, than thoſe punQual Relations of Sir Fohr 
Mangeville, concerning things that were im- 
poſſible to be in Humanity and Nature; and 
I will not ſo much as ſeem to impoſe upon the 
Reader with thoſe nearer Artifices of a Lye. I 
am capable of doing myſelf right, (which I 
ſuppoſe will be too readily interpreted to my 
diſadvantage) by any Means, within the 
Compaſs of a Woman's Underſtanding ; and 
therefore, if I thought I ſhould need more 
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ordinary ways, 1 would have applied myſelf 
thereunto. 

And {ſo I will proceed to a further Narras 
tive of my Life; having acquainted the Reader 
that it pleaſed God to take away bath my 
Father and Mother, hefore I was full three 
Years old, but my Father died laſt ſuddenly, 
and left me entirely pefleſs'd of his Eſtate, 
without any Guardian or Truſtees; the Ex- 
peRation of many People, who had long De» 
figns both upon it and me. 

Being thus an Orphan, and deſtitute of a 
Procurator, as we call it in our Law, the 
Church as next a-kin to ſuch Eſtates (and 
claims the Right and Diſpoſal of the Ward) 
ſecured me, and what I had, in thejr hands, 
until ſuch time as I ſhould be of Age and 
Underſtanding to determine of myſelf and my 
Fortunes, which they hoped by fo early a 
Matriculation and Induftion of me into the 
Profeſſion of the Religious, to graſp finally 
into their hands. | 

By them I was put into the Monaſtery or 
Nunnery of Saut?a Clara at this infant Age, 
and educated in all fyeh _—— as was fit 
for ane devoted to the Service of God and 
his Church; wherein, if Ignorance and Innos 
cence might render Devotion acceptable, my 
young Prabation-Years, I may be confident, 
were not offenſive. But growing up to ſome 
eapable Years, and my ative bufy Soul ex» 
grting itfelf, and biting as it were the bit of 
this Reſtraint and Confinement ; the Hours 

and 


” ——- CS WW __n_— T hd gs 


_—_ cf ww Was WW 0 GO-VFy w ""_P 


C#J3 

and Days of this Solitude and Retirement, 
in which I was, as it were, buried as ſoon as 
I was born, grew moſt irkſome and tedious 
to me, though I was not yet acquainted with 
the World. 1 felt ſome ſuch ſtrong Impullſes 
and natural Inſtinfts to be ranging abroad, 
and in AQon, as the firſt Finders of Terra 
Incognita were urged with, to the Diſcovery 
of thoſe Regions, of whoſe Exiſtence they 
had no further Aſſurance than their own 
hopeful Bodings and Divinations. 

The Diſcipline alſo began now to aggrieve 
me, and the more my Thoughts wandred and 
ſtrayed after _ roaming and ſtrange Fancy 
of the World's Bravery, (which I began now 
to take notice of, from the gallant Appearance 
of Perſons of Quality, who frequented our 
Chappel) the more did the Orders of the Place 
ſraiten and fret me. I began to be weary 
of my Company, and the Poyerty of thoſe 
Votaries, called in derifion POO INg 
Clares; and though I ſuffered none of theſe 
Hardſhips, nor underwent any of thoſe nice 
Penances and Mortifications, as having no In- 
ordinacies of Youth to quell and ſubdue; yet 
the cuſtomary Seyerity of ſuch Dealing with 
that Sweetneſs and Tenderneſs of our Sex, 
did much grate me, and I blindly wiſhed I 
were (what my Inclinations prompted me to) 
a Man, and exempt from that tedious Life, 
which yet was ſo much the worſe, becauſe 
it was altogether paſliye and ſedentary. 
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Nor could I find, when more matured, 
but that Religion, when impoled as-a Task, 
and made an 'Employment, was one of the 
greateſt Burdens I could endure ; (though I 
have learned better things by Practice and 
the Troubles of the World, and could wiſh 
myſelf ſafe in ſuch a Retreat from the Cares 
of the future, and the doleful Thoughts of 
my paſt time, and have a Zeal for my Re- 
lizion, the Obligations and Condut whereof 
I have, to my Sorrow, ſo much in my late 
unadviled Reſolutions, abdicated and neg- 
lefted.) 1 look'd upon it more as Conſtraint, 
and not a voluntary A&, wherein I had no 
Manner of Election; and my Libertine Spirit, 
which miſtook bold Humanity, and the Dic- 
tates of a generous Nature, for ſimple and 
genuine Adoration, confirmed me in this 
Opinion, and finally perſuaded. me, and pre- 
vailed with my Reaſon, which grew not up 
equal with my Paſſion, to abandon this ſerene 
and bliſsful Manſion, and venture upon the 
World's alluring promiſing Vanities. 

I was arrived at that Age wherein I was 
capable of beinz admitted, and profeſſing my- 
ſelf a Nun, and to take upon me the Vows 
of the Order of perpetual Virginity, and the 
like Requiſites of that Monaſtical Life ; and 
therefore the Fathers and Conteſſors, willing 
to make me a Proſelyte, were very urgent 
that I would take the Habit, and devote my- 
ſelf to a Religious Life, ſetting before me 
the many Examples of ſome excellent _ 
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and Gentlewomen then in the Cloyfter (though 
it be one of the pooreſt Conyents of all) who 
had great and noble Friends, and great Eſtates 
(ſome of them) and had notwithſtanding, with 
all Readineſs of Mind, ſeparated and eſtranged 
themſelves from all worldly things, and con- 
ſecrated themſclves to God. But my Reſo- 
lutions of forſaking that melancholy and filent 
Abode, were ſo far advanced, and ſo obſti- 
nated in me to the Proſecution of my Maſ- 
culine Conceptions, that I obtained my Dit- 
charge at the ſame time, as I have partly 
hinted before, that his Majeſty was in Co/ogn, 
whom, with the reſt of the defirous World, 
I longed to fee. Accompanied therefore with 
my Maid, who had attended me in the Re- 
ligious Houſe, and a Man-Seryant, who was 
my Steward or Bailiff abroad, and had pre- 
pared all things for my ſecular Eftate, I 
went to his Palace, where, to paſs other 
Rencounters, I met with a civil Perſon, one 
Mrs. Margar?t Hammond, the Daughter of 
Sir Richard Hammond, living ſomewhere 
then in the North of England, a very ac- 
compliſh'd Woman, who for her Religiou had 
left England, intending to haye betaken 
herſelf to the Eng/iſh Nunnery at Lovain ; 
but ſome Difficulties happening therein, ſhe 
had journeyed up hither upon the ſame ac- 
count, and perceiving me a Stranger, did me 
the Civility, with her Countrymen, as to pro- 
cure me the ſatisfaQtory View of the King and 
his Court; which could do no leſs than oblige 
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me to invite her home, and to deſire her, 
while ſhe ſtaid at Co/ogn, to make uſe of my 
Houſe, and what Entertainment ſhe found, 

She was pleaſed to accept of this Offer, 
and hereupon, my Curioſiry . having attained 
ſome part of its wiſh, we began to be fa- 
miliar, and I for my part to ehquite into her 
Condition, the reaſon of her Travel, and 
the News of the World, of all which ſhe 
gave me ſo delightful an account, infantating 
the Neceſlity of her Condition, with the Per» 
te&tion of her Endowments, that I told her, 
if ſhe could think it anſwerable to het Con» 
tent to ſtay with me, and be my Govyemels, 
ſhe ſhould plentifully partake of my Fortunes. 

We agreed : But not to weary the Reader 
with thoſe Inſtructions and Fundamentals of 
Education ſhe laid, as ſhe was a rare and ab» 
ſolute Miſtreſs of all thoſe Arts, it will be 
{ufficient to declare, that ſeeing ſo much Virtue 
in her, my Greedineſs of commumcating with 
it more freely and clearly, put me upon giving 
her the Trouble of teaching me the Engliſh 
Tongue, the lock'd Repoſitory of 1o many 
Excellencies, 
This by a fond and moſt pleafing Dili- 
gence, I pretty well atfained in a Year's time, 
having my Governeſs always in my Company, 
whether abroad, as I ufed to ride fome Miles, 
by Coach, or cle paſs in a Pleaſure-Boat in 
the Summer, to acquaint myſelf firft with my 
own Country ; the Tendernefs of my Years 
offering no Man the Occaſion or TO 

I 


(9) 
of Love or Marriage, by which means TI 
paſſed free and unobleryed, and then returned 
again to my Country Retirement near the 
City. 

Cohn addited myſelf to the reading of 
Hiſtory, and then to take off the gravity 
and fcriouſneſs of that Study to more facile 
Paſtimes of Literature, Romances, and other 
Heroical Adblandiments; which being written 
for the moſt and beſt part in French, I made 
that my next buſineſs, tho' of leſſer difficulty, 
to gain a Knowledge in that Tongue, which 
being conterminous to ours, and ſpoke pro- 
miſcuoufly in the adjacent Provinces of the 
WalloonCountry, rendred itſelf at my devotion. 

The facility of thele two, put me upon 
a deſire of attacking the reſt of the European 
Languages, wherein, without arrogance, and 
as many can teſtify, I have more than a 
Smattering ; and here was lately an 7ralian, 
(as I have ſince been told upon diſcourſe, and 
lome wonder of my readineſs in them) who 
was one of my Maſters; and who might 
bave juſtify'd the Truth of this and the reſt 
of my Story ; his Name was Gracomo 4-11a 
Riva, well known to many Gentlemen in this 
Town. 

In thoſe and the like Studies, and other 
befitring Exerciſes of my Sex, | paſs'd away 
the Age of nineteen Years, when I thought 
it high time to put all this Speculation and 
Theory into practice ; and being furniſhed 
with ſuch a fraught and ſtore of all foreign 
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Neceſlaries, to launch into the World, and 
ſee what Returns I could make of this Stock. 
But in the interim of ſuch Meditations, an 
unhappy Accident, (at my being at the Spaw 
the laſt Summer, to drink thoſe Medicinal 
Waters) diſcovered me, and invited two 
ſtrange Gentlemen, which that place is always 
furniſhed with, to enquire further what I was : 
who, having obtained my Country, and ſome 
inckling of my Quality, made claim to be 
my Servants. I could not in that Place, the 
Mart of Good-Manners, and where there is 
no Nicety of Converſe, but all Perſons uſe 
their frankeſt Liberty of Viſit and Diſcourſe, 
refuſe their Addreſſes : but ſeeing both of 
them ſo importunate, and both ſo deſperately 
and unſociably qualified for my Choice or 
Approbation ; I privately withdrew home, 
but could not ſo be rid of my odd Pair of 
Gallants, who quickly haunted me and my 
Houſe. 

I was thus of a ſudden encompaſſed with 
two Evils, of ſo indifferent a Choice, that I 
could not tell which was worſe : One was, 
an Old Gentleman that had fair Demeſnes 
about Leige or Luyck, not many Miles diſtant 
from Co/ogn, a Man of ſerious Gravity and ve- 
nerable Aſpe& for his grey Hairs, but dil- 
figured with ſome Scars his youthful Luxury 
had given him, which were repaired and ſup- 
plemented by Art, but ſo that he plainly 
ſpoke his Infirmity through the ruined Arches 

of his Voice, He accoſted me the rude mi- 
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litary way, for he had been a Soldado, and 
had caught, as he ſaid, that rotten hoarſe 
Cold and Snuffling, in the "Trenches of Breda, 
in the Brigade of Count Henry of Naſſau, in 
Spinola's Army ; and had afterwards ſerved 
Monſieur T/ly againſt the King of Sweden, 
whom he had ſeen fall at Lutzen; and there- 
fore by no means muſt be ſaid no, or denied 
his ſuit, ſince he had never known what a 
Repul'e meant in his life. 

The other was a young and pale Student 
inthe Mathematicks, Chymiſtry, and Magick, 
like a Fellow here that pretends to be Se- 
cretary to God and Nature, and had exhauſted 
a plentiful Eftate, and was like to be a ſe- 
cond Dr. Fauſtus, and like my Lord, threa- 
tened either a Contract with me, or with the 
Devil: for having loſt his Projection of the 
Philolopher's Stone, and decocted all his 
Money and Eſtate, his magical Glaſs ſhewed 
him me, who ſhould by my Fortune make 
him up again. In ſhort, the one ſaid he 
would ſtorm and force me; and the other 
would make me yield, or elſe he would ſet 
Archimedes his unexperimented Engine at 
work, to remove me with him into ſome 
unknown World; to which: he added the 
efficacy of his Spells and Conyurations. 

1 had by my Servants and ſome diſtant 
Friends, account of ſuch a deſign as carrying 
me away, and forcing my conſent by the 
Gouty Cavalier, who had ſome Caſtellans 
and Goyernours in Alſatia, his Friends; and 
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there was no leſs danger from my Magical 
Sweet-heart : but the open violence of the 
one, and the ſecret Mines of the other, were 
in prudence to be prevented by my Abſence, 
which I now concluded on by myſelf. 

I ſhall not be obliged to give you any fur- 
ther account of my Parentage or Condition, 
for by ſuch mcans my diſafter here may reach 
the Ears of fome Friends and Acquaintance, 
from whoſe Knowledge niy purpoſe is yet to 
eftrange myſe!f, (and to general Enquiries, 
Cologn is too ſpacious and populous to afford 
any diſcovery.) It wilt fufhce, that I was 
liberally and honourably edncated, and fuch 
Principles laid, that I wonder at the Super- 
ftructure of my Fortune, I knew not what 
belonged to vulgar and plebeian Cuſtoms or 
Conditions, and they that: idly tax my Dit- 
courſes and Behaviour with mimick Pedantry, 
know not the generous Emanations of a right- 
born Soul. And ſo, that which probably 
makes me obnoxious to the Cenſures of the 
Multitnde, as it hath to the Hatred of my 
new Relations, is the Low-Spiritefneſs, and 
pitiful Ignorance of fuch mechanick and baſe 
People. 

I would not be thought to hoaſt of any 
Accompliſhments, which ſome Perfons (who 
favour my diſtreſs'd Eftate, -and they are of 
Honour alſo) do pleafe to acknowledge im 
me; all the Uſe I can make of them, ſhall 
ferve only for an Argument againſt that vile 
and impertinent Falſhood, that I am of - 
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moſt fordid and baſe Extraction in this King=- 
dom, no better than the Daughter of a Fidler- 
at Canterbury. 

That blaſphemous Lye was firſt broached 
in an Anonymous Libel, entitled, 7 he Law- 
yer's Clerk trapann'd by the crafty Whore of 
Canterbury ; but at whoſe Inftigation, I could 
never tell, nor did I make enquiry : but at 
laſt fpontaneouſly the Roguery diſcovered itſelf 
at my being in Cuſtody near —_— where 
I underſtood the Devil and Necefitty, with the 
Writer and Undertaker, were as inſtrumental 
as the Devil and Covetouſneſs inthe Occafioner 
of that Report : But that Fellow is of ſo leud 
and miſerable an Infamy for tuch defamatory 
Pamphlets, that his Name will poiſon the 
Eyes of the Reader, and fefter even my 
Charity in forgiving him. To proceed. 

The time of my deliberated Departure. be- 
ing come, and other mteryening Accidents 
having confirmed me to the purſuance of that 
| Journey, fome picce-meal Rumours whereof 
have been ſcattered np and down, not far 
diftant from the Truth, (namely, Conſtsaint 
and Awe of an unliked and unfuitable Match, 
which the freedom of my Soul moſt highly 
abominated and reſented:) I privately by 
Night withdrew from my Governeſs, and by 
the way of Utrechs, where I ftaid a while 
meognits, thence paſſed to Amſterdam, and 
ſo to Rotterdam, I came to the Brill, and 
there took Shipping for England, the Elj- 
&iam of my Wiſhes and ExpcQation, being ia 
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hope of finding it a Land of Angels ; but I 
perceive it now to be, 'as to me, a Place of 
Torments. 

I am not ſingle, or the firſt Woman, that 
hath put herſelf upon ſuch Hazards,- or 
Pilgrimages ; the Stories of all times abound 
with ſuch Examples, enough to make up a 
Volume, I might as well have given Luſtre 
to a Romance, as any, any, any, of thoſe ſup- 
poled Heroma's : And fince it is the Method 
of thoſe Pieces, and the Art of that way of 
Writing, to perplex and intricate the Come= 
mencement and Progreſs of ſuch Adventures, 
with unexpected and various Difficulties and 
Troubles, and at laſt bring them to the long- 
deſired fruition of their dear-bought Content ; 
I am not altogether out of heart, but that 
Providence may have ſome tender and more 
courteous Conſideration of me: For I proteſt 
I know not what Crime, Offence, or Demerit 
of mine, hath rendred her 1o averſe and in- 
traQtable as ſhe hath proved to my Deſigns. 

Nor do the Modern and very late Times want 
Examples of the like Adventures. I could 
mention a Priacels, and great Perſonage out 
of the North, who not long ſince came into 
my Country, and hath paſſed two or three 
times between 1taly and France, and keeps 
her Deſign yet undiſcovered, and is the only 
Lady-Errant in the World, I could mention 
another of a far worſe conſequence in this 
Country, a She-General, who followed the 
Camp to the other World in America, &c. 
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and was the occaſion of the loſs of the De- 
ſign. Mine compared with thoſe, are mere 
puny Stories, and inconfiderable: I neither 
concerned my Travel in negotiating Peace, 
or carrying War ; but was merely my own 
free Agent. 

Nor can I be blamed for this Courſe; for 
beſides the Neceſſity and Enforcements of 
forſaking my Country, without running” into 
a more unſupportable Condition of Marriage 
than this I am now in, (for my Patience, 
and Suffering, and Continence I have, I truſt 
in my own power, and ſhall endeayour to 
keep them undiſturbed and uncorrupted, what- 
ever Temptations or Occaſions, by reaſon of 
this unjuſt Separation, now are, or ſhall be 
put upon me hereafter : but my Life is not in 
my diſpoſal or preſeryation ; which I had cer- 
tainly endangered at home, if I had been 
bedded to him whom my Heart abhorrcd :) 
And beſides other reaſons, which I cannot in 
prudence yet render to the World, the very 
Civility and Purity of my ' Deſign, without 
any luſtful or vicious Appurtenance, would 
fairly excuſe me. 

What harm have I done in pretending to 
great Titles? Ambition and AfﬀeCtion of Great- 
neſs to good and juſt purpoſes, was always 
eſteemed and accounted laudable and praite- 
worthy, and the Sign and Charatter of a 
virtuous Mind ; nor do I think it an unjuſt 
purpoſe in me to contrivemy own Adyance- 
_ ment by ſuch illuſtrious Pretences as they ſayI 
made 
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made uſe of. To grant the Queſtion, that I 
am not ſo honourably deſcended as 1 in- 
finuated to the Catch-dolt my Father-in-law, 
(which yet by their favour they ſhall firſt 
better and more evidently diſprove than as 
yet they have done, before I relinquiſh my 
claim to my Honour) I think I do rather 
deſerve commendation than reproach. If the 
beſt things are to be imitated, Ihad a good 
Precept and Warrant for my aſſumption of 
ſuch a Perſonage as they were willing to be- 
lieve me to be. If indeed by any misbecoming 
AR unhandſome and unbefitting ſuch a Per- 
lon, I had prophaned that Quality, and be- 
wrayed and diſcovered any inconſiſtent Mean- 
neſs therewith, (as it was very difhcult to 
perſonate Greatneſs for ſo long a time without 
{lips or miſtakes) I had deſerved to be fe- 
verely puniſhed and abominated by all 
Gentlemen ; whereas after all theſe loads of 
Imputations which my Enemics have heaped 
upon me, I do (with my acknowledgements 
to them for it) enjoy, and am happy in many 
of their loves and good efttmation. 

And I. will yet continue the ſame reſpeds, 
and make the World to know, that there is 
no poſhbility of ſach Perfeions, without a 
more intent care and clegancy of Learning, 
to which I have by great labour and induſtry 
attained. 

I nced not therefore engage further an this 
preliminary part of my Detence, only as an 
rcfragable Confucation of the poorels of 


I my 


( 17.) 
niy Birth; and in this Kingdom, I would have 
my Adverſaries know, as ſome of them do, 
though they don't well underſtand, that the 
ſeveral Languages I have ready, and at my 
Command, as the Greek, Latimm, French, 
Italian, Spaniſh, Engliſh, and ſomething of 
the Oriental Tongues, all which I pronounce 
with a Dutch Diale&t and Idiom, are not 
common and ordinary Endowments of an 
Engliſh Spinſter, no not of the beſt Rank of 
the City. And ſince I muſt praiſe myſelf, in 
ſhort, I came not here to learn any thing for 
Uſe or Ornament of a Woman, but only the 
ways to a better Fortune. 

I come now to the Matterof Fa&t. The firſt 
place I touched at was Graveſend, where I 
arrived towards the end of March 1663, and 
without any ſtay took a Tide-boat, came to 
London in company with a Parſon or Miniſter, 
who officiouſly, but I ſuppoſe out of deſign, 
gave me the trouble of his Service and Atten= 
dance to the Exchange-T avern right againſt 
$tocks- Market, betwixt the Poultry and Corns 
hill, the Houſe of one Mr. King ; not having 
any knowledge of the Matter or his Acquain- 
tance, and free, God knows, from any Deſign: 
far I would haye entred any other Houſe if I 
had found the doors open, or could have railed 
the Folks nearer to my landing ; for I was di- 
ſtempered with the Night's Paſſage ; but ic 
was ſo carly.in the Morning, five a-Clock, 
that there was no-body ſtirring elijewhere, 
only here by miſhap Mr. Aing himſelf was 
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up, and ſtanding at the Bar telling of Braſs 
Farthings, wkom the Parſon deſired to fill a 
Pint of Wine, which he readily performed, 
and brought to a Room behind the Bar. 
While the Wine was a drinking, (which was 
Rheniſh Wine, the Complement being put 
upon me by the Parſon as the Fruit of my 
own happy Country) Sir Zohn very rudely 
began to accofſt me, and to offer fome Inci- 
vilities to me; which I found no other way 
to avoid, than by pretending want of Reſt to 
the Maſter of the Houſe, and acquainting him 
with my Charge of Jewels, and that I was, as 
I do juſtify myſelf to be, a Perſon of Quality. 

Hereupon a Room was provided for me to 
repoſe myſelf in, and the Clergyman took 
his leave, with a troubleſome Promiſe of 
waiting upon me another day to give me a 
Viſit, which I was forced to admit, and to 
tell him, I would leave word wherever I went; 

but he conſidering, as I ſuppoſe, of the Un- 
feaſtbleneſs of his Defires, and the Publick- 
neſs of the Place, negle&ed his Promiſe, and 
troubled mie no more. 

He beins gone, Mr. King began to queſtion 
me what Couuntry-woman I was, and of what 
Religion. 1 frankly told him, and acquainted 
him withal what Charge I had about me; which 
to ſecure from the danger of the Town, that 
was fall of Cozenage and Villany, he adviſed 
me t» tay with him 'till I could better pro- 
vide for mylelf, 
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I reſted myſelf here 'till Eleven a-Clock 
at noon; when I aroſe, and was very civilly 
treated by Mr. King, who well-knowing I 
was a Stranger, and well furniſhed with Mo- 
ney, omitted no manner of Reſpett to me, 
nor did I ſpend parfimoniouſly, and at an or- 
dinary Rate, but anſwerable to the Quality 
and Account, at their fetching and itching 
Queſtions, 1 gave of mylelf. 

This invited him earneſtly, with all fubmiſs 
Addreſs, to requeſt my ſtaying with them 'till 
I had diſpatched, and had provided all things 
for my publick Appearance ; for the better 
furniſhing and equipping whereof, I acquainted 
him I would ſend by Poſt to my Steward, 
for the Return of ſome Money to delray the 
Expences thereof : which Letters he viewed, 
and conceived ſuch Imazinations in his Head 
thereupon, that it never left working 'till it 
had wrought the Effect of his hnely begun, 
and hopefully continued, Enterprile. 

Theſe Letters he himſelf delivered at my 
Deſire to have them carefully put into the 
Poſt-Houſe ; and thercafter obſerved me with 
moſt manifeſt Retpe&s. In the znterim of 
the Return of this Money, I was ſlightly, and 
as it were by the by, upon Diſcourſe of my 
Country, (wherein they took occaſion to be 
liberally copious) engaged into ſome diſcovery 
of mylelf, my Eſtate and Quality, and the 
nature of both, the cauſes of my coming hi- 

*ther, &c. But I did it ſo unconcernedly and 
negligently, as a matter of no moment or di- 
D 2 ſturbance 
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ſturbance to me, though I had hinted at the 
Diſcontent of my Match, that this did aſſure 
them that all was real, and therefore it was 
time to ſecure my Eſtate to them by a ſpeedy 
and ſecret Marnage. 

Let the World now judge, whether being 
prompted by ſuch plain and publick Signs 
of a Deſign upon me, to counterplot them, 
I have done any more than what the Rule, 
and a received Principle of Juſtice directs: To 
deceive the Decerver is no Decett. 

I knew not nevertheleſs, which way their 
Artifices tended, till Maſter Xing brought 
into my Acquaintance old Mr. Carleton his 
Father-in-Law,and ſoon after Mr, fon Carte- 
Zon his Son, It ſeems it had been confulted 
to have preferred George the elder Brother : 
He, troubled with a fimple Modeſty, and a 
Mind no way competent to fo much Great- 
neſs, was laid aſide, and the younger fluſh'd 
and encouraged to ſet upon me. By this 
time they had obtained my Name from me 
vis. Maria de Wolway, which Paſſage alſo 
hath ſuffered by atother lewder Impoſture, 
and alluſory Sound of De YVulva; in the 
Language of which I am better verſed than 
to pick out no civiller and eleganter Impreſs. © 

To the Addreffes of Mr. Fohn Carleton F 
carried myſelf with fo much Indifference, not 
ſuperciliouſly refafing his Viſits, or readily 
admitting his Suit, not diſheartening him with | 
a ſevere Retiredneſs, or Challenges of his Im- 
parity, nor encouraging him with a Freedom 
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or Openneſs of Heart, or Arrogance of my 
own Condition, that he and his Friends were 
upon the ſpur to conſummate the Match, 
which yet I delayed and difſlembled with 
convenient Pretencesz but herein I will be 
more particular in the enſuing Pages. 

In the mean while, to preyent all notice of 
me, and the Diſturbance of their Proceedings, 
that might be occaſioned thereby, they kept 
me cloke in the nature of a Priſoner 5; which 
thongh I perceived, yet T made no Semblance 
thereof at all, but colladed with them m their 
own Arts, and pretended ſome Averſenefs to 
all Company, but only my  Enamourate 
Mr. Carleton: hot was any body <lſe ſaffered 
to come near me, or to ſpeak with me; mſo- 
much, as I have been mformed, that they pro- 
miſed to one Sartvr}, to whom for his Ad» 
vice, they had too forwardly, as they thought, 
imparted the Buſineſs, the Sum of 200/7. to be 
filent, leſt that it ſhould be heard at Court, 
and fo the Eftate-and Honour, which they 
had already ſwallowed, would be loſt from 
their Son, and ſcized by ſome Courtier, who 
ſhould next come to hear of this great Lady. 

After many Viſits paſſed betwixt Mr. Carle- 
ton and myſelf, old Mr, Carleton and Mr. 
King came to-me, and very carneftly preſſed 
the Diſpatch of the Marriage, and that T 
would-be pleaſed to give my Aﬀent, ſetting 
lorth all the Qualittes and great Suffici- 
encies of that Noble Perſon, as they pleafed 
to file him, I knew what made them fo 
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urgent, for they had now ſeen the Anſwers 
I had received by the Poſt, by which I was 
certified of the Receipt of mine, and that ac- 
cordingly ſome thouſands of Crowns ſhould 
be remitted inſtantly to London, and Coach 
and Horſes ſent by the next Shipping, with 
other things I had ſent for ; and to reinforce 
this their Commendamus the more effcQually, 
they acquainted me, that if I did not preſently 
grant the Suit, and their Requeſt, Mr. Car/eton 
was 1o far in love with me, that he would 
make away with himſelf, or preſently travel 
beyond Sea, and ſee England no more. 

. 1 cannot deny but that I could hardly for- 
bear ſmiling, to ſee how ſerious theſe E/ders 
and Brokers were in this Love-killing Story ; 
but keeping to my Buſineſs, after fome De- 
murs and Demands, I-ſeemed not to conſent, 
and then they began paſſionately, urging me. 
with other Stories, ſome' of which long Re- 
petition. I will now 'infert. - 

IWedneſday the firſt of April, Mrs. King 
made a great Feaſt, where were divers Per- 
{ons of Quality, as ſhe ſaid; among the reſt, 
her Brother Mr. John Carleton. At which 
Entertainment Mrs. King did adviſe me to 
call her Couſin, the which I did. Thurſday 
the ſecond of April Mr. John Carleton came 
in his Coach, with two Footmen attending 
on him, calling him my Lord, and Mrs.,K ing 
did alſo call him wy Lord. With that I 
asked Mrs. King if it was not the ſame Per- 
fon that dined with, us yeſterday ? She ſaid, 
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true, it was ſo, but he was in a Diſguiſe then, 
and withal, that in a Humour he would often 
do ſo: But, ſaith ſhe, 1 do aſſure you he is 
a Lord. Upon that I replied, Then his Fa- 
ther muſt be an Earl, if Irving. She affirmed, 
that he was a Perſon of great Honour. The 
ſame time my Lord preſented me with a rich 
Box of Sweet-meats: I could do no leſs than 
thankfully accept thereof. 

My. Lord came every day to Mr. King's, 
and by his Importunity would carry me abroad 
in a Coach to Holloway and Iſimngton. Mrs. 
King would often ask me what my Ldrd did 
ſay to me; I told her, nothing that Þ ob- 
ſerved, but his Lordſhip abounded in Civility, 
mix'd with Compliments. How, ſaid ſhe, 
Madam, he loves you. Loves me, for what, 
Miſtreſs King? I replied. She faid, For your 
great Parts and Endowments. Iasked her, 
How my Lord could tell that I had either. 
She ſaid, my Lord muſt have very good Eyes 
zf he coutd ſee within me, or elſe I muſt be 
very tranſparent. 

After which, I did order the matter fo, 
that his Acceſs to me was not 1o ealy : Mrs. 
K:iny importuned me to admit my Lord to 
viſit me; I told her plainly, that I did not 
underjtand his Lordſhip's Meaning. He pro- 
vided me a great Banquet, at which his 
Lordſhip's Mother was very tine dreit, who 
queſtioned what I was. I told my Lord, 7 fat 
F had recerued Civilities from him, and he 
had the like from me, and that I had no ne- 
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celſity to give any Account to any Perſon 
what 1 was, for any thing that I intended; 
end that if any Deſign or Aﬀair of his re+ 
quired any ſuch thing out of Convenience, 
or otherwzſe, he might forbear it, His Lord= | 
ſhip excuſed his Mother's Inquiſition, by ſaying, 
She was his Mother, and that Parents did 
think themſebues concerned, m looking after 
the Good of their Children. But (ſaid he) 
Madam, wave all this, however, 1 will marry 
you to-morrow. What (laid 1) wy Lord, 
without my Conſent ? My Lord, I defire your 
Lordſbip not to come near me any more, 1 
will not tie under ſuch Queſtioning and Scru- 
tiny. Tour Lordſhip will be ſafe m following 
my Advice, in not coming at me any more. 
Upon this his Lordſhip wept bitterly : I with- 
drew myſelf from his Preſence : He writ a 
Letter of high Complements to mc, (the which 
Letter was loſt in that violent Surprize of mc 
and my things, by the Force of Mr. George 
Carleton, my Husband's Father.) At the 
{ame time I had a Gown making upon my 
own account, by Mrs. King's Taylor in the 
Strand. 'I took a Coach, and went thither ; 
all this while the young Lord not knowing 
where I was, remained impatient until my 
Return, where I found him ſtanding at the 
Bar (in a very penſfive and melancholly Man- 
ner, asf he had been arraigned for not paying 
his Reckoning) at the Exchange-T avern, 
and ſuddenly claſp'd about my ,middle, and 
violently carried me to my Chamber. I asked 

his 
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his meaning ; he anſwered, © That I had for- 
© bid him my preſence; that it had almoſt 
© made him mad; that he defired nothing 
, more of me, than but to let him look upon 
* me.” Upon that he did, with a very ſtrange 
Geſture, fix his Eyes upon me : In compaſſhon 
to him, I ask'd him what his Lordſhip meant, 
and intended ; he replied, in a kind of dit- 
compoſed manner, * I would have you to be 
* my Wife.” I anſwered him, © My Lord, I 
* rather think you have courted me for a 
© Miſtreſs than for a Wife: I aſſure you, 
© that I will never be a Miſtreſs to the greateſt 
© of Princes, I will rather chuſe to be a Wife 
* to the meaneſt of Men.” 

Upon which, he uttered divers Aﬀevera- 
tions in Confirmation of the Reality of his 
Intentions, and earneſt Defire of the honour 
in making me his Wife, without any reſpect 
to what I had. 

After my Lord had infinuated his Aﬀec- 
tions ſo far, that I began to underſtand him, 
and did mix and ſcatter ſome ſuch like ac- 
ceptable Words, which put him into ſome 
Confidence of obtaining me ; he began, like 
other Lovers, to ſet forth the Amplitude of 
his Fortunes, and thoſe brave Things he 
would do, if I would finiſh his Suit. Among 
many other Fineneſſes and Grandures he 
would beſtow on me, I well remember he 
told me, that he had given order for a great 
Glaſs Coach of the new Faſhion, to be pre- 
fently made, againſt our Wedding was over, 
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where eleven or twelve might conaventcatiy 
fit, and that he would ſuit it with a Set of 
Tacques and Pages, the ncateſt and hand- 
ſomeit of the "Town for their Liyerics and 
Perſons ; That I might fee I had marricd a 
Perſon that not oaly dcarly loved me, but 
would alto highly honour mc, with the 
molt ſplendid Accommodations that £ag/ard 
yielded. 

At the very ſame time, he had changed, 
as he told me, (and part of it I faw) two 
hundred Pound of Silver, into two hundgred 
Picces of Gold, for the better Portablencſs 
thereof, that his Princeſs might ſee nothing 
of Meanneſs be longing to him; and that as 
ſon as the Coach was made, and all things 
htted, he would preſently go to Court, and 
carry me with him, and introduce me to the 
King and Queen : his further Intention be- 
ing, which as yet he concealed to me, to 
get a Knizhthood, and have ſomething of 
Honour, to oppoſe the Envy of Men, that 
ſo great an Eftate was conferred on a pri- 

yate Perſon. 

And now my Lord ſpoke nothing but 
Rodomantadoes of the Greatneſs of his Fa- 
mily, of-the Delights and Statelineſs of his 
Lands and Houſes, the Game of his Parks, 
the Largeneſs of his Stables, and Convc- 
nicnce of Fiſh and Fowl, for furniſhing his 
liberal and open Houlckeeping, that L ſhould 
lee E noland afforded more pleaſure than any 
/ lace ; in the IForld; but they were (with- 

out 


SPY -'Þ 


(27) 
out the Hoſt) reckoned and charged before- 
hand to my Account, and to be purchaſed 
with my Eftate, which was his, by a Figure 
of Anticipation, when we two ſhould be all 
one ; and therefore he lyed not, but only 
equivocated a little, 

But he did not in the leaft mention anv 
ſach thing to me, nor made ary Offer of 
Enquiry what I was, no not the leaſt Sem- 
blance or Shadow of it ; he feemed to take 
no notice of my Fortunes, it was my Perſon 
he only courted, which having 1o happily 
and accidentally ſeen, he could not live, if 
E cheriſhid not his AﬀeCtions. Nor did I 
think it then convenient or ciyil to queſtion 
the Credit of his Words, ard the Report 
eiven me of him. His Demeanour I confels 
was light, but I imputed that to his Youth, 
and the Vanity of a Gallant, as necetlary a 
Quality, and as much admired as Wit in a 
Woman. 

The laſt Day of my Virgin-State, Eaſter 
Eve, the Taylor brought me my Gown to 
my Lodging, I beinz are and adorned with 
my Jewels. He avain renewed his Suit to 
me, with all Importunity imaginable : His 
courteous Mother was alſo now moſt forward, 

reſſing me to conſent, by telling me, that 
ſhe ſhould lof- her Sor, as his I/its, he bc- 
ing already impatient with Denials and e- 
lays, adding withal, that he was a- Perfen 
hopeful, and might deferve. my Condeſcer- 
ſion. 1 withſtoo od all their Sollicitation, a!- 
E *'2 though 
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though they continued it until twelve of the 
clock that Night: The young Lord at his 
taking his leave of me, told me he would 
attend me betimes the next Morning, and 
carry me to St. Paul's Church, to hear the 
Organs, ſaying, that there would be very 
excellent Anthems performed by rare Voices, 
the Morrow being S$unday, the 19th of Apri/ 
laſt, In the Morning betimes, the- young 
Lord coming to my Chamber-door, deſiring 
Admittance, which I refuſed, in regard I was 
not ready; yet ſo ſoon as my Head was 
drefſed, I let him have acceſs: he haſined 
me, and told me his Coach was ready at 
the Door, in which he carried me to his 
Mother's in Grey Friers, London, where 1 
was aſſaulted by the young Lord's Tears, 
and others, to give my Conſent to marry 
him, telling me that they had a Parſon and 
a Licence ready ; which was a meer Fallc- 
hood, and temporary Fallacy to ſecure the 
Match. 

So on Eaſter Morning, with three Coaches, 
in which, with the Bride and Bridegroom, 
were all the Kindred that were privy to the 
Buſineſs, and pretended a Licence, they car- 
ried me to Cloth-Fair by Smithfield, and in 
the Church of Great St. Bartholomew's, mar- 
ried me by one Mr. Smith, who was well 
paid for his pains : And now they thought 
themſelves poſſeſſed of their Hopes, but 
becauſe they would prevent the Noiſe and 
Fame of their good Fortune from publick 
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Diſcourſe, that no ſiniſter Accident might 
intervene, before Mr. Carleton had bedded 
me, Offence being likely to be taken at Court, 
(as they whiſpered to themſelyes) that a pri- 
vate Subje&t had married a foreign Princeſs, 
they had before determined to go to Barnet ; 
and thither immediately after the Celebra- 
tion of the Marriage we were driven in the 
Coaches, where we had a handſome Treat- 
ment; and there we ſtaid Sunday and Mon- 
day, both which Nights Mr. Carleton lay 
with me; and on Txeſday Morning we were 
married again, a Licence being then ob- 
tained to make the Match more faſt and ſure, 
at their inſtance with me to conſent to it. 

This being done, and their Fears over, 
they reſolyed to put me in a Garb befitting 
the Eſtate and Dignity they fancied I had ; 
and they were 1o far poſleſſed with a belief 
of it, that they gave out I was worth no 
leſs than 80000 /. per Annum; and my Huſ- 
band, as I now ſtile him, publiſhed ſo-much 
in a Coffee-Houſe ;_ adding withal, to the 
extolling of his good Hap, that there was a 
further Eftate, but that it was my Modeſty 
or Deſign to conceal it: And that he could 
not attribute his great Fortune to any thing 
but the Fates, for he had not any thing to 
ballance with the leaſt of myEſtate and Merits. 
So do conceited Heights of: ſudden Pro- 
ſperity and Greatneſs dazzle the Eyes and 
Judgment of the moſt ; nor could this young 
Man be much blamed for his vain-glorious 
miſtake. My 
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My Clothes being made at the Charge of 
my Father-in-Law, and other Fineries of the 
Mode and Faſhion ſent me by ſome of his 
Kindred and Friends, (who ptided themſelves 
in this happy Afﬀitity,) 'and who had af 
Eye upon ſome Advantages: alſo, and there- 
fore gave me this eatty Bribe, as Teftimo- 
nies of their early ReſpeR ; and as for Jewels 
E had: of mine own of all forts, for Necklaces, 
Pendants and Bracchets, of admitable Splen- 
dor and Brightneſs. I was in a Prince-like 
Attire, and a fplendid Equipage' and Reti- 
nue, ' accoutred for publick View, among 
all the great Ladies of the Coort and Town, 
on May-day enſuing: At which time, in my 
Lady , Pludworth's Coach, which the fame 
Friends procured for my greater Accommo- 
dation, and accompanied with the tame Lady, 
with Footmen and Pages, I rode to Hyde 
Park, in open View of that famons Cas 
valcade and Aﬀembly, much gazed upon by 
them all, the Eximiouſneſs of my Fortune 
drawing their Eyes upon me ; particularly 
that noble Lady gave me Precedefice, and 
the Rivht-hand, and a neat Treatment after 
our Divertiſement of turning up and down 
the Park. 

I was altogether ignorant of what Eſtate 
my Husband was, and therefore made no 
nicety to take thoſe Places his Friends gave 
me; and if I be taxed for Incivility herein, 
it was his Fault that he inſtructed 'me -no 
better in my Quality, for I conceited ftill 

that 
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that he was ſome landed, honourable, and 
wealthy Man. 

Thiogs yet went fairly on, the ſame Ob- 
{ſ:ryances and Diſtances continued, and Lodg= 
ings befitting a Perſon of Quality were taken 
for me in Durham-Targ, at one Mr, Green's, 
where my Husband and I enjoyed one an- 
other with mutual Complacency, till the 
Return of the Moneys out of Germenzy failing 
the- Day, and their rich Hopes, old Mr. 
Carleton began to ſuſpe&t he was deceived 
in his ExpeQation, and that all was not 
Gold that gliſtered. But to remove ſach a 
Prejudice from himſelf, as if he were the 
Author of thoſe Scandals that were now pre- 
pared againſt my Innocence, a Letter is pro- 
duced, and ſent by ſome then unknown 
Hand, which refle&ted much upon my Ho- 
nour and Reputation ; and thereupon on 
the fifth or ſixth of May enſuing, I was by 
a Warrant dragged forth of my new Lodg- 
ings, with all the Diſgrace and Contumely 
that could be caſt upon the vileſt Offender 
in the World, at the inſtigation of old Mr. 
Carleton, who was the Prolecutor, and by him 
and his Agents diveſted and ſtzip'd of all my 
Clothes, and plundred ofall myJewels and my 
Money, my very Bodice, and a pair of Silk- 
ſtockings, being alſo pulled from me, and 
in a ſtrange Array carried before a Juſtice, 

But becauſe this Story hath not yet been 
fully diſcovercd, I will more manifeſtly here 
declare it. The Letter aboyclaid came from 

one 


(32) 

one Mr. John Clay, the y_ Son of 
Mr. Clay, a Drugſfter at the Bear and Mortar 
in Lombard-ſtreet, a Servant and Admirer of 
Mrs. King, my fine Siſter-in-Law, (who be- 
cauſe her Husband hath a weak Head, 
though he ſat like a Parliament-Man once 
in Richard Cromwell's Time for three Days, 
as ſince I have been informed) muſt have an 
Aſſiſtant to carry on the Buſineſs. The Con- 
tents of this Letter were near to this purpoſe : 


S I R, 


Am unknown. to you, but hearing that 

your Son Mr. John Carleton hath mar- 
ried a Woman of a pretended great Fortune, 
and bigh Birth, I thought fit to give you 
timely notice of what 1 know, and have 
heard concerning her, that ſhe is an abſ0- 
lute Cheat, hath married ſeveral Men in 
our County of Kent, and then run away 
from them, with what they had. If it be 
the ſame Woman I mean, ſhe ſpeaks ſeveral 
Languages fluently, and hath wery high 
Breaſts, &c. 


I was at the Exchange Tavern, as it was 
deſigned, when this Letter was brought, 
and thereupon their Countenances were ſet 
to a moſt melancholly Look, and pale Hue, 
which ſhewed a mixture of Fear and Anger : 
Preſently I was brought before the Inquiſi- 
tion of the Family, and examined concerning 
the ſaid Letter, which I conſtantly, inno- 
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cently, and diſdainfully denied, fo that they 
ſeemed ſomething ſatisfied to 'the contrary, 
and ſo my Husband and I went home in a 
Coach ; but that very ſame Night, all the 
Gang, with one Mrs. C/ark, a Neighbour to 
King, came to my Lodging, where after the 
moſt yile Language, as cheating Whore, and 
the like, they pulled me up and down, and 
kept me ſtript upon a Bed, not ſuffering my 
Husband to come near me, though I cried 
out for him to take my part, and do like a 
Man to ſaye me from that Violence ; who at 
a diſtance excuſed it, by putting all this 
Barbarity upon his Father. In fine, they 
left me not a Rag, rincing every wet Cloth 
out of the Water, and carrying them away. 
The whole was a moſt unwomanly and rude 
Action at the beſt of it, if I had been ſuch 
as they pretended me to be, and not to be 
parallell'd, but by a Story I have lately heard 
of the ſix Woman-ſhavers in Drury-Lane. 

See the Fickleneſs and Vanity of human 
Things, to-day embelliſhed and adorned with 
all the female Arts of Bravery and Gallan- 
try, and courted and attended on by the 
beſt Rank of my Sex, who arc jealous Ob- 
ſervers what Honour and Reſpect they give 
among themſelves, to- a very PunCQtilio. And 
now diſrobed and disfigured in miſhapen 
Garments, and almoſt left naked, and haled 
and pulled by Beadles, and ſuch like rude 
and boiſterous Fellows, before a "Tribunal, 
like a leud Criminal. 
ro F The 
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The Juſtice's Name was Mr. Godfrey, by 
whoſe Mittimus, upon an Accuſation ma- 
naged by old Mr. Carleten, that I had mar- 
ried two Husbands, both of them in being, 
I was committed to the Gatehouſe. Being 
interrogated by the Juſtice, whether or no 
I had two Husbands, as was alledged, I 
anſwered, if I had, he was one of them, 
which I belieye incenſed him ſomething the 
more againſt me ; but I did not know the 
Authority and Dignity of his Place, ſo much 
am I a Stranger to this Kingdom. 

There were other 'Things and Crimes of a 
high Nature objeQted againſt me beſides, that 
Icheated a Vintner of ſixty Pounds, and was 
for that committed to Newgate ; but that 
Lye quickly vaniſhed, for it was made ap- 
pear, that I was never a Priſoner there, nor 
was my Name ever recorded in their Books : 
And that I pick'd a Kertiſh Lord's Pocket, 
and cheated a French Merchant of Rings, 
Jewels, and other Commodities ; that I made 
an Eſcape, when fold and ſhip'd for the Bar- 
badoes : but thele were urged only as Sur- 
miſes, and old Carleton bound over to pro- 
ſecute only for Bigamy, for my having two 
Husbands. 

Thus the World may ſec how induſtrious 
Miſchief is- to ruin a poor helpleſs and de- 
ſtitute Woman, who had neither Money, 
Friends, nor Acquaintance left me ; yet I 
cannot deny that my Husband lovingly came 
to me at the Gatehouſe the ſame Day I was 
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committed, and did very paſſionately com- 
plam of his Father's Uſage of me, meerly 
upon the Difappomtment, as he faid, of their 
ExpeRations, and that he could be contented 
to love me as well as ever, to live with 
me, and own me as a Wife; and nfed ſe- 
yeral other Expreffions of Tendernels to 
me. 

Nor haye I leſs AﬀeCtion and kmd Sen- 
tments for him, whom I own and will own 
tilt Death diffolve the Union ; and did ac- 
quaint him with fo much there, and pro- 
teſted my Innocence to him ; nor do I doubr, 
could he have prevailed with his Father, 
but that theſe things had never happened. 
If now, after my Vindication he prove faith- 
tefs and difown me, his Fault will be doubly 
greater, in that he neither affifted my Inno- 
cence when endangered, nor cheriſhed it 
when vindicated .by the Law. 

In this Prifon of the Gatehouſe I conti- 
nued fix Weeks, in a far better Condition 
than I promiſed myſelf, but the greater Ci- 
vilities I owe to the Keeper: As I am m- 
finitely beholden to ſeveral Perfons of Qua- 
Itty, who came at firſt, I ſuppoſe, out of 
Curiofity to fee me, and did therefore nobly 
compaſſionate my calamitous, and injurious 
Reſtraint. 

All that troubled me was an abuſive 
Pamphlet which went under my Husband's 
Name ; wherein, moft pitifully he pleaded 
his Frailty and Misfortune, and intifled it to 
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No leſfler Precedent then Adam; which 1 ſup- 
poſe was had out of the new Ballad of Tour 
Humble Servant ; a Hint whereof, pleaſe 
the Reader to take in this Abridgement. 


Reader, 


1 ſbail not give myſelf the trouble to re- 
collett and declare the ſeveral Motives and 
Inducements that deceitful, but wiſe enough 
Woman uſed to decetve me with, Kc. Her 
Wit did more and more engage and charm 
me : Her Qualities deprived me of my own : 
Her courteous Behaviour, her majeſtick Hu- 
mility to all Perſons, her emphatical Speeches, 
her kind and loving Expreſſions, and among ſt 
ather things, her High Deteſtation of all 
manner of Vice, as Lying, Kc. her great 
pretence to. Leal in Religion, her modeſt 
Confidence and Grace in all Companies, fear- 
ing the Knowledge of none; her Demeanour 
was ſuch, that ſhe left no room for ſuſpicion, 
not only in my Opinion, but alſo in others 
bath grave and wiſe. And all this is real 
and not feigned, and more convincingly and 
apparently true, by this Foil of his own fet- 
ting. As for his undertaking to tell the Story 
of the Management of the Buſineſs betwixt 
us, he is 1o far from doing me juſtice herein, 
that he wrongeth me and his own Soul by 
lying. 

For Confutation of which, I refer the Rea- 
der to the. enſuing Tryal ; only there is one 
Paſſage that I am unwilling to let flip, that 
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is, he faith there, that my Father was in 
Town upon my Commitment, and did ac- 
knowledge me to be his Daughter, and that 
I had played many ſuch Tricks. It's ſtrange 
this Father of mine could not be produced 
at the Tryal, if that had been true. 

And yet a little before this, upon his vi- 
ſiting me in the Gatehouſe, where I was de- 
ſtitute of Money and Subſiftence; at my 
firſt coming in, he ſeemed very tender of me, 
and charged the Keeper I ſhould want no- 
thing ; for as far as forty Shillings went, he 
would ſee him paid, which, I believe, he 
muſt cer long : and after that ſent me a Let- 
ter, which is the only Paper I have by me 
of his ; the other amorous and loving Serib- 
lings being loſt and taken from me, the ſame 
time that they plundered me of my Jewels: I 
do not know what I may do for them, but 
I hope I ſhall never cry for thoſe Epiſtles. 
This was done in theſe Words, ſo that my 
Love and my Dear could be hot and cold 
almoſt in an inſtant, 


My deareſt Heart, 


Lihough the manner of your Uſage 

may very well call the Sincerity of 

my Afﬀettion and Expreſſions to you in queſ* 
tion ; yet when I conſider, that thou art 
not ignorant of the Compulſion of my Father, 
.and the Animoſity of wy whole Relations, 
both againſt you ana myſelf for your ſake, I 
am Tery confident your Goodneſs will pardon 
and 
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and paſs by thoſe things which at preſent 1 
am uo way able io help 3; and be you confi- 
dent, that notwit bſt anding wy Friemds Aver- 
ſon, there ſhall be nothing within the Reach 
of my Power ſhall be wanting, that may 
conduce bath te your Liberty, Maintenance, 
and Vindication. TI fball very ſpeedily be 
in a Condition to iſh you with Money ts 
apy yau according ts your deſire. I hope 
Ar. Bayly will be very ervil ta you ;, and tet 
him be aſſured, he ſhall in a moſt exatt mee- 
ſure be ſatisfied, and bave a Requital for 
his A My Deareſt, always praying 
for our happy meeting, Tt reſt, 


Your moſt affe&ionate Husband 
May the 1 ith, H : 


1663. Joan CARLETON. 


One of my Husband's Friends came to 
viſit me in the Gatehouſe, ( of the many 
hundreds of others I fhall ſay nothing) one 
of them ſaid, Madam, } am one of your Huſ- 
band's Friends and Acquaintance, I. had a 
deſire to ſee you, becauſe I haye heard of your 
Breeding. Alas, faid I, I have left that in 
the City amongſt my Kindred, becaufe they 
want 1t, 

Another in his Diſcourſe deliyered as an 
Aphoriſm, That Marriage and Hanging 
went by deftiny. 1 told him, I bad recerved 
from the Deſtmies Marriage, and he m pro- 
bability might Hanging. To wave many others 
of the like nature. 

My 
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My Innocence furniſhed me with ſeyeral 
of thoſe Anſwers and Repartees to the mixt 
ſort of Viſitants, who either for Novelty or 
Deſign came to trouble me. I was adviſed 
indeed to ſeclude myſelf from ſuch Company 
but becauſe there might be no diſadvantage 
pretended by reaſon ] kept cloſe, and Evi» 
dence might be puzzled, not having ſcen me 
ia ſo long a time, as afterwards at my Trial 
might have been ſuggeſted, I gave all Per- 
ſons the Freedom of my Chamber. But for 
the nobler ſort, I may in ſome meaſure thank 
my Stars, that out of this Misfortune ex- 
tracted fo much Bliſs, as the Honour of their 
Acquaintance, which otherwiſe, at large, I 
had been in no Capacity to attain. 

The time of the Seſſions of the Peace for 
London and Middleſex being arrived, I was 
conveyed from the Gatehouſe to Newgare ; 
where, by the Civility of the Maſter of the 
Priſon, I had Lodgings aſſigned me in his 
own Houſe, which adjoins to the Seflion's- 
houſe Yard ; and there I was publickly ſeen 
by all Comers, that my Enemies might want 
no advantage of informing their Witneſſes of 
my Perſon, Age, and Condition, and ſo ſquare 
their Evidence: but my Innocence, and my 
good. Angels, preſerved me from the worlt of 
their Malice. 

From thence, on Wedneſday, Fune the 
third, in the Evening, the firſt Day of the 
Court's ſitting in the O/d Baily, I was brought 
down to the Bar ; and there an Indiament 

upon 
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upon my Arraignment was read againſt me, 
to. which I pleaded Not Guilty : and, as in- 
ſtructed by my Friends, and a good Con- 
ſcience, (being altogether ignorant of the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of this Kingdom) put my 
ſelf for my Trial upon God and the Country, 
without making any Exception, or ever fo 
much as examining what my Jury were. 
And becauſe they approved themſelves 
Men of Honeſty, Judgment, and Integrity, 
and did me ſo much Juſtice, I can do no 
leſs than take occaſion here to return them 
my humble and hearty Thanks, that they 
would regard the oppreſſed Condition of a 
helpleſs Priſoner, and not give credit to the 
wicked Aﬀeyerations of a Wretch, who only 
fwore to the purpoſe againſt me ; and to let 
the World know my particular Gratitude, 
I will tranſcribe into this my Caſe, as one 
of the happieſt and faireſt Remarks therein, 
the Names of thoſe upright Jurors, viz, 


William Rutland, Simon Driver, 


Arthur Vigers, Robert Kerkham, 
Arthur Capel, Hugh Maſſon, 
Thomas Smith, Thomas Weſtley, 
Francis Chaplain, Richard Clutterbuck, 
Robert Harvey, Randolph T ooke. 


The IndiAtment was zn hec verba. 


* That ſhe the ſaid Mary Moders, late of 
* London, Spinſter, otherwiſe Mary Stedman, 
© the Wite of Thomas Stedman, late of the 
« City 
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* City of Canterbury, in the Country of Kent, 
* Shoemaker, 12th of May, in the Reign of 
* his now Majeſty the ſixth, at the Parith of 
* St. Mildred's, in the City of Canterbury, in 
* the County aforeſaid, did take to Husband 
the aforeſaid Thomas Stedman, and him 
the ſaid Thomas Stedman then and theie 
had to Husband. And that ſhe the faid 
Mary Moders, alias Stedman, 21ſt of April, 
in the fifteenth Year of his ſaid Majeſty's 
Reign, at London, in the Pariſh of Great 
Bartholomew's, in the Ward of Farringdon 
without, feloniouſly did take to Husband 
one John Carleton, and to him was mar- 
ried, the ſaid Thomas Stedman her former 
Husband then being alive, and in full Lite, 
againſt the Form of the Statute in that caſe 
provided, and againſt the Peace of our ſaid 
Sovereign Lord the King, his Crown and 
© Dignity, &c.' 
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After which, being ſet to the Bar, in order 
to my Trial, I prayed time till the Morrow, 
my Witneſſes not being ready, which was 
granted : and all Perſons concerned were or- 
dered to attend at nine of the Clock in the 
Forenoon. 

Being returned to my Lodging, where ſome 
Gentlemen gave me a Viſit to conntel and 
adviſe me, my Husband \'r. Carleton came 
thither to take his leave of me, as I undetr- 
ſtood afterwards by his Complement : but 
my Keeper knowing him, thought him ol 
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fit Company for me, who was one of the 
Cauſers of my injurious Uſage : but notice at 
laſt being given me of it, I gave order for 
his admittance, and treated him with that re- 
ſpe& which became my relation to him ; tho' 
he, to add trouble to me, fell into more im- 
pertinent Diſcourſes concerning the Shortneſs 
of my Days, and ſpeedy Preparation of Re- 
pentance for another World ; and that he would 
pray for me, and the like: to the which I 
replied, Pray my Lord let none of thoſe things 
trouble you; I thank God I am as well as 
ever in my Life; and do of all things leaſt 
fear hanging 3 and as for your Prayers, are 
you righteous or no? if not, they will ſo 
little avail me, that they will not profit your- 
ſelf. Hereupon a Gentleman to break off this 
diſcourſe, drank to him in a Glaſs of Canary 
which my Lord unhandſomely declining to 
accept, I could not forbear to tell him, I was 
ſorry to ſee his Lordſhip's ſlender Breeding 
could not ſuffer him to be civil. 

Thus theWorld may fee how theſe mine Ad- 
verlaries had already ſwallowed my Lite and 
my Credit, and devoted them. to the Gibbet 
witizout Redemption: the only Security of all 
their paſt Injuſtices towards me.—Per ſcelera 
ſer leribus ejt iter : they muſt end as they have 
begun. Thus the Devil and his Imps were 
here fruſtrated, | 

For on Thurſday, June the fourth, I pro- 
ceeded to I ryal, according to appointment ; 
but my Faihers Bandogs being not ready, my 
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Husband came into the Court very ſpruce and 
trim, in one of his Wedding-Suits, and prayed 
the Court, that in reſpe& his Father and his 
Witneſſes were not yet come together, or 
rather had not concinnated their Lyes to be 
found in one Tale, that the Trial might be 
deferred for half an Honr. I could not but 
{mile to lee my dear Husband labour 1o to 
make ſure of my Death, and with ſo little 
regard to paſs by his dear Princeſs, without 
ſo much as vouchſafing a Look to her; as if 
he were angry at his Eyes for having beheld 
ſo much already. But to abrupt theſe Thoughts, 
and to continue the Diſcourſe : The Court 
growing impatient of theſe uncivil Delays ; and 
telling my Father-in-law that they were not 
bound to wait on him or his Witneſles ; they 
were now produced before them, and ſworn, 
and with old Car/eton himſelf were fix in num- 
ber; namely, Fames Knot, one that will al- 
moſt cleave a Hair ; Wll;am Clark and George 
Carleton my Brother-in-law ; Mr. Smith the 
Parſon, and one Sarah Williams ; which for 
fuller Information of the World I will give, 
with a Review of the whole Trial, accor- 
ding to the exaQteſt Copy of it, which was 
taken in Short-hand at my defire. 

James Knot. My Lord, and Gentlemen of 
the Jury, I gave this Woman in marriage to 
one - Thomas Stedman, who is now aliye in 
Dover, and I ſaw him laſt Week. 

Court. Where was ſhe married ? 

Knot. In Canterbury. | F 

: 4 Court. 
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Court. Where there ? 
Knot. In St. Mildred's, by one Parſon Man, 

who is now dead. 
Court. How long fince were they married ? 
Knot. About nine Years ago. 
Court. Did they live together afterwards ? 
Knot. Yes, about four Years, and had two 
Children, 

Court, You gave her in Marriage, but did 

the Miniſter give her to her Husband then ? 

Knot. Yes, and they lived together. 

Fury. Friend, did you give this yery Wo- 
man ? 

Knot. Yes. 

Court. What Company was there ? 

Knot. There was the married Couple, her 
Siſter, myſelf, the Parſon, and the Sexton, 

Court. Where is that Sexton ? 

Knot. I know not, my Lord. 

Court. You are ſure they were married in 
the Church, and this is the Woman ? 

Knot. Yes, I am ſure of it, 

Court. How long ago ? 

Knot. About. nine Years ago. 

Court. Did you know this Woman before 
the Marriage ? and how long ? 

Knot. Yes, I knew her along time ; I was 
an Apprentice ſeven Years near her Mother's 
Houſe in Canterbury. 

Court. Then ſhe's no foreign Princeſs > Of 
what Parentage was ſhe ? 

Knot. I. did not know her'own Father (and 
in that he might be believed) but her Father- 
in-law was a Muſician there. . Court. 
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Court. You ſee her married : What Words 
were uſed at her Marriage, and in what man- 
ner ? 

Knot. They were married according to the 
Order of the Land, a little before the AQ 
came forth touching Marriages by Juſtices of 
the Peace. 

Court. Was it by the Form of Common- 
Prayer, any thing read of that Form ? 

Knot. I did not take notice of that : I was 
but a young Man, and was defired to go along 
with them. | 

William Clark being ſworn, ſaid, My Lord, 
I was laſt Week in Dover, in company with 
this Fames Knot, and Thomas Stedman ; and 
he the ſaid Szedman did own, that he did 
marry one Mary Moders, a Daughter of one 
in Canterbury, and that Knot gave her; and 
that he had two Children by her, and de- 
clared his willingneſs to come up to give Evi- 
dence againſt her, but wanted Money for his 
Journey : And I have underſtood that a Per- 
ſon here in Court was of a Jury at Canter- 
bury, at a Trial between Day and Mary 
Stedman at the Bar, for haying two Huf- 
bands. 

Court. Was ſhe cleared ? 

Clark. I cannot tell. 

Young Carleton's Father ſworn. 

My Lord, I was at Dover laſt Week on 
Wedneſday ; 1 ſaw the Husband of this Woman, 
and the Man acknowlegded himſelf to be = 
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and did ſay, that James Knot was the Man 
that gave her in marriage to him. 

Court. Where is this Man her Husband ? 
Hearſays muſt condemn no Man : What do 
you know of your own Knowlegde ? 

| Carleton the Elder. 1 know the Man is 
alive. 
4 Court. Do you know he was married to 
er ? 

Carleton. Not I, my Lord. 

Sarah Williams. My Lord, this Woman 
was bound for Barbadoes, to go along with 
my Husband, and ſhe deſired to lodge at our 
Houſe for ſome time, and did ſo ; and when 
the Ship was ready to go, ſhe went into Kent 
to receive her Means, and faid ſhe would meet 
the Ship in the Downs ; and miſling the Ship, 
took Boat and went to the Ship. After ſe- 
veral Days remaining there, there came her 
Husband with an Order, and fetched her a= 
ſhore, and carried her to Dover-Caftle. 

Court. What was his Name that had an 
Order to bring her on ſhore again ? 

Sarah Williams. His Name was Thomas 
Stedman. 

Court. Have you any more to proye the 
firſt Marriage ? 

Carleton the Elder. No, none but Knot 
there were none but three, the Minifter dead, 
the Sexton not to be found, and this Knot who 
hath given Evidence. 

Court, What became of the two Children, 
Knot ? 

* Knee. 
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Knot. They both died. 
Carleton the Elder. Stedman ſaid in my 

hearing, that he had lived four Years with 

her, had two Children by her, and both 
dead: fiye Years ago laſt Eaſter ſince ſhe left 
him. 

Court. Mr. Carleton, what haye you heard 
this Woman fay ? 

Carleton. My Lord, ſhe will confeſs no- 
thing that pleaſes him. 

Court. Mr. Carleton, did you look in the 
Church-Regiſter for the firſt Marriage ? 

Carleton. I did look in the Book ;. and he 
that is now Clerk, was then Sexton (juſt now 
not to be found ;) he told me, that Marriages 
being then very numerons, preceding the Act 
before-mentioned, the then Clerk had neg- 
lected the Regiſtry of this Marriage. If ſhe 
intended this Trade, ſhe likewiſe knew how 
to make the Clerk miſtake Regiſtring the 
Marriage. 

Young Carleton's Prother ſworn ; who ſaid, 

My Lord and Gentlemen of the Jury, I 
was preſent at the Marriage of my Brother 
with this Gentlewoman, which was on or a= 
bout the 21ſt of Apri/ 1663, They were 
married at Great St. Bartholomew's, by one 
Mr. Smith, a Miniſter here in Court, by Li- 
cence. 

Mr. Smith the Parſon ſworn. 

My Lord, all that I can fay, is this, That 
Mr. Carleton the Younger told mie of ſuch a 
Buſineſs, and deſired me to marry them ; 
they 
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they came to Church, and I did marry them 
by the Book of Common-Prayer. 

Court. Mr. Smith, are you ſure that is the 
Woman ? 

Parſon. Yes, my Lord, it is; I belieye 
ſhe will not deny it, 

Priſoner. Yes, my Lord, I confeſs I am 
the Woman. 

Court. Haye you any more Witneſles ? 

Carleton, We can get no more but Knor 
to prove the firſt Marriage ; the laſt is clear. 

Judge Howel. Where is Knot £ Remember 
yourſelf well what you faid before. You ſay, 
you know that Woman at the Bar ; that you 
had known her a great while ; that ſhe was 
born near you in Canterbury ; that you were 
preſent at her Marriage ; that Parſon Man 
married them ; that none were preſent but 
yourſelf, the married Couple, Parſon, Sexton, 
and her Siſter, 

Knot. Some others came into the Church, 
but none that I knew; I am ſure none went 
with her, but thoſe I named. 

Court. Who gaye her in Marriage ? 

Knot. I did. 

Court. How came you to do it? 

Knot. 1 was Stedman's Shop-mate, and he 
deſired me+to go along with him, 

Court. Were her Parents living, or no? 

Knot, Her Mother was. 

Zury. How old are you? 

Knot. Two or three and Wir Years. 

Fury. How long ago was this Marriage ? 
Knot. 
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Knot. About nine years ſince. 

Court. 'Then he was twenty-three, and might 
do it. What is your Trade of Life? 

Knot. I am a Cordwainer, otherwiſe a Shoe- 
maker; Stedman was ſo too: we wrought 
both together. 

Fury. We defire to know whether ſhe had 
a Father and Mother then living. 

Knot. She had a Father-in-Law. 

Court. Did you know her Mother? 

Knot, Yes. 

Court. How long before that Marriage did 
her own Father die? 

Knot. I did not know him, He faid 10 
before indeed. 

Court, What Age was ſhe when married? 

Knot. I ſuppoſe nineteen or twenty. 

Priſoner. May it pleaſe your Honours,” and 
Gentlemen of the Jury, you have heard the 
ſeveral Witneſſes, and Ithink this whole Country 
cannot but plainly ſee the Malice of my Hus- 
band's Father againſt me; how he cauſcleſly 
hunts after my Life: when his Son, my Hus- 
band, came and addreſled himſelf to me, pre- 
tending himſelf a Perſon of Honour, and upon 
firſt Sight preſſed me to Marriage ; I told him, 
Sir, faid I, I am a Stranger, have no Acquain- 
tance here, and deſire you to defiſt your Suit: 
I could not ſpeak my Mind, but he (having 
borrowed ſome thread-bare Compliments) re- 
plied, Madam, your ſceming Virtues, your ami- 
able Perſon, and noble Deportment, renders 
you 10 cxcellent, that were I in the leaſt in- 
H tereſted 
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tereſted in you, I cannot doubt of Happineſs: 
And fo with many Words to the like purpoſe 
courted me. TI told him, and indeed could not 
but much wonder, that at ſo ſmall a Glance 
he could be ſo preſumptuous with a Stranger, 
to hint this to me ; but all.I could ſay would 
not beat him off: And preſently afterwards, 
he having intercepted my Letter, by which 
he underſtood how my Aﬀairs ſtood, and how 
conſiderable my Means were, he ſtill urged me 
to marry him ; and immediately, by the Con- 
trivance of his Friends, gaping at my Fortune, 
I was hurried to Church to be married ; which 
the Parſon at firſt did without Licence, to ſe- 
cure me to my Husband, and ſome time after 
had a Licence. 

And my Husband's Father, afterwards con- 
ſidering I had a conſiderable Fortune, preſſed 
me, that in reſpe& I had no Relations here, and 
becauſe, ſays he, we are mortal, you would 
do well to make over your Eſtate to my Son 
your Husband ; it will be much for your Ho- 
nour, Satisfattion of the World, and for which 
you will be chronicled for a rare Woman : 
and perceiving he had not baited his Hook ſuf- 
ficient (with ſome fair Pretences) to catch me 
then, he and his Son, who were both willing 
to make up ſome of their former Loſſes in cir- 
cumventing me of what I had, they robb'd me 
of my Jewels and Clothes of great Value, and 
afterwards pretended they were counterfeit 
Jewels, and declared that I had formerly been 
married to one at Canterbury, which Place I 

I know 
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know not z and this grounded on a Letter {of 
their own framing) ſent from Dover, with a 
Deſcription of me; that I was- a young fat 
Woman, full-breaſted, that I ſpoke ſeveral 
Languages, and therefore they imagined me 
the Perſon: and fo violently carried me from 
my I odging before a Juſtice of the Peace, only. 
to affiight me, that I might make my Eſtate 
over to them. The Juſtice, having heard 
their ſeveral Allegations, could not commir 
me, unleſs they would be bound to profc- 
cute me ; which my Husband being unwil- 
ling to, the . Juſtice demanded of his Father 
whether he would proſecute me, ſaying they 
muſt not make a Fool of him ; and fa atter 
ſome W hiſperings, the Father and his Son were 
both bound to proſecute ; and thereupon I was 
committed to Priſon. And ſince that, thelſc 
People have been up and down the Country, 
and finding none there that could juſtify any 
thing of this Matter, they get here an unknown 
Fellow, unleſs in a Priſon, and from thence 
borrowed, you cannot but all judge, to ſwear 
againſt me, My Lord, were there any ſuch Mar- 
riage as this Fellow pretends, methinks there 
might bea Certificate from the Miniſter, or Place; 
certainly if married, it muſt bc regiſtred ; but 
there is no Regiſtry of it, and ſo can be no 
Certificate, no Miniſter nor Clerk to be found; 
and if I ſhould own a Marriage, then you ſce 
that great Witneſs cannot tell you, whether I 
was lawfully married, or how? But it is enough 
for him (if ſuch a paltry Fellow may be belie- 
H 2 yed) 
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ved) to ſay, I was married. I was never yet 
married to any but 76/41 Carleton, the late pre- 
tended Lord: But theſe Perſons have ſought all 
ways to take away my Life, bring Perſons to 
iwear againſt me, one hired with five Pounds, 
and another old Fellow perſuaded to own me 
for his Wife; who came to the Priſon, and ſeeing 
ancther Woman, owned her, and afterwards 
myſelf, and indeed any body. If ſuch an old 
inconſiderable Fellow had heretofore woo'd 
me, it muſt have been for want of Diſcretion, 
as Carleton did for want of Money ; but I know 
of no {ſuch thing. Several Scandals have been 
laid upon me, but no mortal Fleſh can truly 
couch the leaſt Hair of my Head for any ſuch 
like Offence: They have framed this of them=- 
ſelyes. My Lord, I am a Stranger and a Fo- 
reigner, and being informed there is Matter of 
Law in this Tryal for my Life, my Innocence 
ſhall be my Counſellor, and your Lordſhips m 
Judges, to whom I wholly refer my Cauſe. 
Since I have been in Priſon, ſeveral from Can- 
terbury have been to ſce me ; pretending them- 
ſelves (if I were the Perſon as was related) to be 
my School-mates ; and when they came to me, 
the Keeper can juſtify, they all declared that 
they did not know me. 

Court. Knot, you ſaid ſhe lived near you at 
Canterbury; What Woman or Man there have 
you to prove ſhe lived there? Have you none 
1n that whole City, neither for Love of Juſtice 
nor Right, will come to fay ſhe lived there? 

Kot. I belicye I could fetch one. 

Court. 
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Court, Well ſaid, are they to fetch ſtill? 

Priſoner. My Lord, I defire ſome Witneſſes 
may be heard in my Behalf. 

Elizabeth Collier examined. My Lord, my 
Husband being a Priſoner in the Gatehouſe, I 
came there to ſee my Husband, and did work 
there a-days; and there came in an old Man, 
his Name was Bz/ling, he ſaid he had a Wife 
there: ſays Mr. Bayley, go in and find her out; 
and he ſaid I was his Wife, turned my Hood, 
and put on his Spettacles, looks upon me, and 
ſaid I was the ſame Woman his Wife ; and af- 
terwards ſaid I was not, and fo to others: I 
can ſay no more. 

Fane Finch examined. 

My Lord, there came a Man and Woman 
one Night, and knock'd at my Door ; I came 
down, they asked to ſpeak with one Fane Finch. 
I am the Perſon, faid I, We underſtand, faid 
they, you know Mrs. Carleton now in Priſon. 
Not I, ſaid I; I only went to ſee her there. Said 
they, be not ſcrupulous: if you will go and 
juſtify any thing againſt her, we will giye you 5/. 

Court. Who are thoſe two ? 

. Finch. I do not know them, my Lord. 
Mr. Bailey examined. þ 

My Lord, there has been at leaſt 500 People. 
to view her; ſeveral from Canterbury, forty 
at leaſt that ſaid they lived there ; and when 
they went up to her, ſhe hid not her Face at 
all, but not one of them knew her. 

Court. What Countrywoman are you? 

Priſoner. I was born at Co/ogn in ay” 

ourt. 
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Court. Mr. Carleton, how came you to un- 
derſtand ſhe was married formerly ? 

Carleton the elder. I received a Letter from 
the Recorder of Canterbury to that purpoſe. 

Priſoner. They that can offer five Pounds 
to ſwear againſt me, can alſo frame a Letter 
againſt me: They ſay I was ninetcen Years of 
Age about nine Years ago, and I am now but 
one and twenty. 

Court. Mr. Carleton, you heard what Knot 
faid; he ſaid ſhe lived near him four Years a 
Wife: Why did not you get ſome body cle 
from thence to teſtify this ? 

Carleton. Here was one Davis that was at 
her Father's Houſe, and ſpoke with him.—- 

Court. Where is he? 

Carleton. I know not ; he was here. 

Court. You were telling the Court of a for- 
mer Indictment againſt her, what was that for ? 

Carleton. She was indicted for having two 
Husbands, Stedman of Canterbury her firſt Hus- 
band, and Day of Dover Chirurgeon, her ſe- 
cond Husband. 'The Inditment was traverſed 
the year before his Majeſty came to England, 
ſhe was found not guilty. 

Court. Who was at that Trial ? 

Carleton. .One here in Court was of the Jury ; 
but that Party ſaid there was ſuch a Trial, but 
knows not that this 13 the Woman. 

. Judge Howe!. Gentlemen of the Jury, you 
ſce this Inditment is againſt Mary Moders, 
otherwiſe Stedman, and it is for having two 
Husbands, both at one time aliye ; the firſt 
Stedman : 
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Stedman: afterwards married to Car/eton, her 
former Husband being alive. You have heard 
the Proof of the firſt Marriage, and the Proof 
doth depend upon one Witneſs, that is Knot g 
and he indeed doth ſay, he was at the Marriage, 
gave her, and he names one Man, the Parſon 
that married her, that he is dead; none preſent 
there but the married Couple that muſt needs 
be there, the Parſon, this Witneſs, her Siſter, 
and the Sexton; that he knows not what is 
become of the Sexton. All the Evidence given 
on that ſide to prove her guilty of this Indict- 
ment, depends upon his ſingle Teſtimony. It 
is true, he ſays ſhe was married at Canterbury, 
but the Particulars, or the manner of the Mar- 
riage, he doth not well remember ; whether 
by the Book of Common-Prayer, or otherways: 
but they lived together for four Years, had 
two Children. If ſhe were born there, mar- 
ried there, had two Children there, and lived 
there ſo long, it was eaſy to haye brought ſome- 
body to prove this ; that is all that is material 
for the firſt Marriage. 

For the ſecond, there is little Proof neceſſary: 
ſhe confeſles herſelf married to Car/eton, and 
owns him ; the Queſtion is, Whether ſhe was 
married to Stedman, or not ? 

You have heard what Defence ſhe hath made 
for herſelf, and ſome Witneſſes on her Behalf; 
if you believe that Kor, the ſingle Witneſs, 
ſpeaks the Truth fo far forth to ſatisfy your 
Conſcience that that was a Marriage, ſhe is 
guilty, You ſce what the Circumſtances are, it 
is 
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is penal; if guilty, ſhemuſt die; a Woman hath 
no Clergy, ſhe is to die by the Law, if guilty. 
You heard ſhe was indiQed at Dover for having 
two Husbands, Stedman the firſt, and Day the 
ſecond, There it ſeems, by that which they 
have ſaid, ſhe was acquitted ; none can fay this 
was the Woman : That there was a Trial, may 
be believed; but whether this be the Woman 
tried or acquitted, doth not appear. One here 
that was of that Jury, ſays, there was a Trial, 
but knows not that this is the Woman. So 
that upon the whole it is left to you to give 
your Verdict. 

The Jury went forth, and after ſome ſhort 
| Conſultation returned to their Places. 
Clerk. Mary Moders, alias Stedman, hold 

up thy hand; look upon her, Gentlemen, what 
ſay you? Is ſhe guilty of the Felony whereof 
ſhe ſtands indicted, or not guilty ? 

Foreman. Not guilty, And thereupon a 
great number of People, being in and about 
the Court, hiſſed and clapped their Hands. 

Clerk. Did ſhe fly for it? 

Foreman. Not that we know. 

Afterwards I defired, that my Jewels and 
Clothes, taken from me, might be reſtored to 
me: The Court acquainted me, that they were 
my Husband's, and that if any detained them 
trom me, he might haye his remedy at Law, 
I then charging old Mr. Carleton with them, 
he declared they were already in the cuſtody 
of his Son my Husband. So that if they had 
been counterfeit, as they all along Mu 
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I doubt not but that they would have had fo 
much Confidence and Juſtice for themſelves, as 
to have acquainted the Court with 1ſo much, 
to the bettering the Envy and Scandal of their 
groſs Abuſes: but of the real worth of thoſe 
Jewels, I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak preſently. 

Being thus fairly acquitted, I was carried 
back to my former Lodgings ; where, among 
other Viſits, I had one from my H asband's near 
Friend, who but two Hours before had ſwore 
and threatned my Death : Yet to feel my Tem- 
per in this Diſappointment of their bloody and 
deſperate Deſign againſt me, he was ſent with 
an impertinent Story into my Company, where 
he began to glaver, and offer me a Glaſs of 
Wine; (above which, their Generofity yet never 
reached :) but my Paſſions were 1o high at the 
very ſight of him, that I bid him get out of 
the Room, and not trouble me with his Com- 
pany : which he did, by linking from me, as 
the Dog in the Proverb that had loſt his Tail. 

They thought, being thus freed, I would 
have ranted and vapoured, and gave them ſome 
further unwary Hint of my Condition, as being 
now out of Danger: but 1 (that knew mylſelt 
not to be in any) was trantported with no ſmall 
Exultation, but kept the fame Equanimity and 
conſtant "T'enour ; no leſs affetcd with the Tri- 
umyhs of Juftice than thoſe of my Honour 
and Reputation. 

Hitherto they have not found any thing un- 
becoming the Perſon I am, or what they made 
me to be, except in my Neceflitic $, and that fre- 
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quency of Company to which they have ſub- 
jeted me by falſe Impriſonment, and other 
Scandals; which I could not better remoye, 
than by my bare-ſac'd Appearance to all Co- 
mers : ſo that that, which other Women hide 
and mask for Modeſty, I muſt ſhew and ſet to 
publick View for my Juſtification. 

On the 6th of Zune, being Saturday, I was 
diſcharged of my Confinemeng, (having been 
all. along moſt civilly uſed by the Maſters and 
Keepers of both the Priſons, where 1 was in 
Durance ; but indeed rather in the Suburbs of 
a Priſon, than in a Priſon itſelf; for which I am 
their Nebtor) and did expect that my Husband, 
by whom TI was committed, that is, by his Re- 
lations, would have brought me out; and I 
ſtaid there to that purpoſe two days after my Ac- 
quittal and Purgation: but no ſuch matter; they 
had got my Eſtate, I might do what I would 
with my Perſon : the groundleſs Slanders they 
had caſt upon that, ſhould yet ſerve turn to in- 
fame my Bed; and the Counterfeit, though after 
Conviction of the Falſhood thereof, muſt be ſe- 
paratedand divorced: but the counterfeit Jewels 
they'll 2ug and embrace, and part withal at no 
rate. 

And therefore inſtead of my lawful and 
trac Husband, they endeayoured to put a 
Counterfeit upon me : but too much are they 
ſtapificd, inftead of being ſublimed in this 
myſterious way of Cheat, which, as in melan=- 
choly People, works ftill in their Fancy, that 
they ſent me the mdſt ridiculous Dotard for 

Hut- 
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Husband-Gentleman-Uſher, that eyer Woman 
laid Eye on: A Fellow that could be no 
younger than Brother to Mother Shipton, and 
bad his prophetical Spectacles to fit him for a 
Legacy. \ 

It was one of my prctended Husbands, by 
whom a Bill was preferred (but not found, as [ 
ſaid before,) by Bling the Bricklayer. Upon 
WWii#fun-Monday, the 8th of June inſtant, the 
faid Billing came to Newgate,. demanded of 
the Keepers to dcliyer his Wite to him. "The 
Turn-Key, and other ſubordinate Officers of the 
Goal, told him, They had none of his Wite. 
He inſiſted upon it, and withſtood all denial, 
mentioned my Name, and the particulars of my 
Trial. The Keepers remembring there was a 
form2r miſtake of the ſame Perſon, given in 
Evidence on my behalf at the Trial, called one 
Grizel Hudſon, a Convit, a pretty Woman, 
and in good Habit: The Turn-Key asked 
Billing, Whether this was his Wife ? Billing 
reply'd, Jes; and ask'd her, Why ſhe did not 
come to him upon his firſt ſending for her ? She 
told him, That the Keepers would not permit 
her to ſtir out of the Priſon, in regard her Fees 
were not paid.  Bi/l/jng ſaid, He would pay 
the Fees; and whiſpered her in the Ear, ſaying, 
That they had a mind to hang her, (meaning 
the Carletons) but he would not proſecute her. 
True it was, he had put in an Inditment againſt 
her, but he could not help that. J/e/{/ Moll, 
{aid he to her, Have you all your things ? She 
faid, Jes. But, ſaid he, Moll, «why do you 
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ſtay here among ſt ſuch wicked Company, Rogues 
and Whores « ] fee their Irons about their 
Legs. Why, ſaid the, 1 have left ſome Lint 
nen engaged in the Cellar. To the Cellar the 
Keeper carried them both ; and there Bling 
left a Note under his Hand, to pay five Shil- 
lings to the Tapſter : which Note he hath to 
produce, to fatisfy any that ſhall make further 
enquiry 1n this particular. 

He further ſaid, That ſhe had cheated him 
of forty Pounds, and that he would pawn the 
Leaſe of his Houſe, rather than ſhe ſhould want 
Money, although ſhe was a wicked Rogue, if 
ſhe would but live with him : She promiſed 
the would. He told her, he would give her 
a Sky-colour'd Silk Petticoat and W aifſtcoat, 
and a Paduaſoy Gown, new Holland for Smocks, 
and all other things neceſſary. B/;ng, turning 
himſelf to. the Company there preſent, faid 
merrily, That ſhe had coſt him much before 
<henu he married her, but he never lay with 
) her, but he had kiſs'd ber, and felt her a hun- 
dred times. Billing ask'd her again, if ſhe 
would leave theſe wicked Rognes, and go 
along with him. She faid, She had another 
Debt to pay. He ask'd what it was: She 
laid, 'I'wenty Pounds to ſuch a one, a Stranger 
thn preſent ; unto which Perſon he gave a Note 
to pay 20 /, in one Month after the Date there- - 
of : (it's more than probable he will be made fo 
to do.) 

He ſurther ſaid to her, That now it will 
trouole ine to pay all this Money, and then 
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you to run away from me im @ ſhort tn8e. 
Hithall, faid he, Moll, you need not, for ? 
have a better Eſtate than the young Man 
that tried you for your Life. So gave the par- 
ticulars of his Eftate, what in Money, Horſes, 
Leaſes, and Land. He added moreover, that 
he did love her out of meaſure, notwithſtand= 
ing ſhe had done him other miſchiefs than what 
he had before mentioned. She ask'd him, Whar 
they were? He faid, She had ſto'n from his 
Daughter a Knife and a wronght Sheath, 2 
Handkerchief, and a Seal-Ring, With that, 
the Standers-by told him, that he was miſtaken, 
that this Gr;zel Hudſon was not the Perſon. 
He ſwore it was, and that he knew her well 
enough; that he ſaw her in the Gatehouſe, and 
that ſhe knew what paſſed between us there. 
But, ſaid he, Moll, thou art a cunning Rogne ; 
[ deſire nothing of thee but to be honeſt, and 
live with me. "The which ſhe promiſed ; and 
he parted with great Content thereupon, 

This Aﬀront, and indeed Difgrace I put to 
the other ; but am very ſorry the poor old Fel- 
low ſhould be abuſed {> by my Relations; the 
ſecord Part, or worft of the Cheat of a cunning 
Gypſie, who having inveagled his AﬀeCtibns, 
andſct him on edge by ſome laſcivions Geſture, 
cntanzled him in a Marriage : and for the bet- 
ter Port and Celebration of the Nuptials, pro- 
cured him twenty Pounds from a Friend of 
hers, for which he gave Bond, (the Duplicate 
ct this Story) and when bed-time came, and 
tne ruity Bridegroom had prepared himfelf, he 

ran 
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ran away in the dark with moſt of the Money, 
and ſome odd things, as Linnen, and the like, 
and never / aſter appeared, till thoſe skillful 
Conjurers of Grey-Fryars (in quo peccamus, in 
eo plettimur) where my fault was in deſerting 
my firſt Station among the Religious, from the 
like demoliſhed place am I puniſhed, raiſed up 
my white Name, and made me perlonate the 
baſeneſs of that Impoſture. 

To proceed: I might now very well be 
{aid to be ſet at Liberty, having no where to 
go, or where to betake myſelf; for the Yer- 
did did not reach to give me poſſeſſion of my 
Husband, whote Wife 1 was declared to be, 
(the Jury tellinz my young Lord, upon his 
asking of them the Verdi, as they were 
coming through the Garden of their Seſſions= 


Houſe into the Court, That he muſt make 


much of his Princeſs, and keep her to himſelf”) 
Nor wasit eaſy to avoid the trouble of twenty 
ſeveral Courtſhips tor Lodgings, which I well 
conſidered might give further occaſion of re- 
proach, and abuſe of my Credit. 

But Mr. Car/eton not appearing, which gave 
me ſuſpicion of ſome further deſign, I rook 
Lodgiags in Fuller's- Rents, where in privacy 
I refvlved to wait the reduction of him to bet- - 
ter and honeſter thought ; and that when they 
his Friends had all prejudice laid aſide, and 
conſidered the Duty and Obligation that lay 
upon him, they would have reſtored and re- 
turned him to me. But this neither had its 
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deſigned end, though the danger that I threa- 
tened his Father with, brought him to me. 

This was on Sunday in the Evening, Fune 
the ſixth, when he came to me, accompanied 
with Mr. George Hew1it his Maſter, a Barriſter 
of Gray's-Inn in Coney-Court ; where, after 
ſome diſcourſes, and- perſeverance of my re- 
ſolved manner of proceeding againſt his Fa- 
ther in the ſame Method, and at the ſame Bar 
where he had arraigned me; he did moſt 
ſubmiſſively ſupplicate me, and adjure me by 
all reſpeQs to him, falling upon his Knees to 
move me the ſooner, that I would promiſe him 
not to proſecute his Father for my Jewels, or 
any other account : Adding moreoyer, that if I 
did it, he ſhould preſently murder himſelf; with 
ſuch like cowardly Bravado's as he had uſed 
to the over-ruling of my AﬀeQtions, when he 
pretended he would do an hundred more Miſ- 
chiefs to himſelf, if I would not conſent to 
marry him. 

And now he reſumed his firſt Kindneſles, 
in hope I would do what he intreated ; kiſſed 
me, and offered his Embraces : though I could 
not ſo eaſily admit ſuch danger into my Bo- 
ſom, having 10 lately felt the viperous Sting : 
But this loving humour, like a time-ſerving 
paſſion, ſoon abated by the interpoſition of 
Mr. Hew:t. 

I do ſuppoſe, that if he had been alone, and 
out of the cuſtody and tuition of that Perſon, 
he would have ſtaid with me all night, and 
perhaps for the future ; but that Perſon who 
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hath furfeited, may be, and hath had too 
much of a Woman, had now 1o little reſpe& 
for our Sex, as to curſe it in general : but let 
him beware, as froward and as great a Woman- 
hater as he is, left he expiate thoſe Maledictions 
by ſome notable feminine Reyenge a ſteceping 
and preparing for him, 

Next day I ſent a Letter to my Husband, 
and leit it for him at Mr. AJewir's Chamber : 
but through his means, as I can conceive no 
otherwile, [received no word of any anf{wer ; 
lo that I refolved once for all to go and make 
a demand of my ſaid Goods and Jewels of old 
Mr. Car#:ton ; which I did on þr:d4ay Night, 
the 19th of Zune, at his Houle at Grey-Friars ; 
and knocking at the door, he himſelf asked 
who was there: I anſwered, Your Daughter, 
when a Princeſs ; but now your Son's Wife. 
He demanded my buſineſs ; I told him, I came 
to demand my Jewels, and other things he had 
taken from me, and alſo my Husband's Perſon. 
He reply'd in ſhort, the old Gentlewoman pul- 
ling him back from further diſcourſe, That for 
the Jewels, my Husband had them; and for 
himlelf, he was gone. 

There being no more to be ſaid or done, I bid 
them look to their hits, and departed: having 
on all occaſions, aſter ſomany injuries ſuſtained, 
proffered a Reconciliation, being willing to 
cohabit with him, and have Icft no means un- 
attempted to bring us together, that the World 
might tee I am not ſuch a looſe, irregular, lend 
Woman as 1 am flandered to be, by my car- 
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riage and demeanor in that relationof a Wife, 
which Title I am more ambitious of, than any 
other yet put upon me: - But ſince it muſt be 
otherwiſe, I doubt not ſo prudently and in- 
nocently to behaye myſelf, as I ſhall not want 
a Husband, much leſs the trouble of fo imper- 
tinent and fickle a Perſon as my Husband, 
whom I would willingly exchange for my 
Jewels, and give him liberty to look after ano» 
ther Princeſs where he can find her. 

And now for that Hocus Porns, the delaying 
of thoſe counterfeit Jewels, as they talked, I 
ſhall make it no difficulty to- prove that thoſe 
Gems they had of me, were none of their 
Briſtol-/tones, or ſach-like 'Trumpery : for not 
long after my Trial, they were offered in 
Cheapfide to the view of a Goldſmith, and he 
demanded what they might be worth ; who 
having ſtcadily and confiderately look'd them 
all over, ſaid, they were worth 1500/. At 
which the Truſtee, or Fiduciary, in whole 
hands they were, ask'd the Goldſmith if he was 
mad, or knew what he ſaid. Yes, that I do, 
reply'd he, and will preſently lay you down to 
much Money tor them, if you have power to 
{ell them : Whereupon my Gentleman put up 
his counterfeit Ware with a more counterfeit 
Face, ſaying, he came only to try his skill, and 
departed. 

And now let all the World judge of the 
CheatI have put upon this Worſhipful Family 
of the Car/erons. 1 have of theirs not a Thread, 
nor piece of any thing, to be a Token or Re- 
membrance of my beloyed Lord, which I 
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might preſerve and lay up as a ſacred Relick 
of a Perſon dear to me, (I think indeed the 
deareſt that ever Woman had.) 

. 'But it may be they intend to furniſh my 
Lord with this portable and honourable Fur- 
niture to the ſecond part of this Guzman- 
Story, againſt he ſhall Knight-Errant it abroad ; 
and having found the way, marry ſome other 
great foreign Lady, and inſtead of Boys whoop- 
ing and hallooing at him here, be revered and 
adored by Subjects, as his great Spirit always: 
divined and ſuggeſted to him: he ſhould be ſome- 
body, tho' to little purpoſe : But I hope to 
Prevent that deſign, and to haye ſpeedy redreſs 
againſt all this fraud and violence that hath been 
acted againſt me. 
. And now I have concluded the Narrative, 
and I hope to the fſatisfaftion of the World: 
And if there be any thing not 1o elegantly 
and clearly expreſſed as my Cauſe requires, let 
it be known it is my Father's, not my fault, 
which hath in ſome places diſturbed and 
muddied my fancy, and in others reſerved a 
hiding place and obſcurity for my purſued 
Honour. | 
I hope the Ingenuous will pardon and admit 
of this deſence, conſidering the nature of it. 
No Man is bound by any Law to. ſet forth 
more than, what he is direQly interrogated and 
queſtioned to; and there I have for my In- 
nocence ſake exceeded. And for the ignorant 
and malicious, let them wonder and flander on; 
and when they ſhall give me worthy occaſion, 


which is not in the capacity of their ſhallow 
Brains, 
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Brains, or in their diſhoneſt Intentions,to a further 
Vindication ; that is, when my Relations ſhall 
have returned me what they took from me, 
and leave me zn ſtatu quo, by any handſome 
Expedient, I ſhall not fail of making the- Diſ- 
courſe moſt eyident Demonſtration, and deſcend 
to ſuch undeniable proof of every particular 
here, that ſhall make their Impudence and raſh' 
folly one of the leudeſt Stories of the Age. 

The World uſually and frequently judges 
as it likes and affets, and is altogether ſway'd 
by Intereſt and Humour; and even by that, 
amidft all thoſe induſtrious - Calumnies, I dare 
ſtand or fall. Let my Quality and Condition 
alone, and he is not weighed in the common 
Scales ; yet the fair Condu&t and the harmleſs 
Example deſervesno Cenſure. Let both alone, 
my Sex 1s to be pitied and reſpe&ted, and my 
Perſon not to be hated. But I will not proſti- 
tute my Fame to them: To his Highneſs I 
have appealed, and to him I ſhall go. Not 
doubting but what the fſtriftneſs and nicety of 
the Law doth at preſent withhold him, we 
ſhall by his gracious ProteCtion of Innocence, be 
freed from ſuch incumbrances ; and ſome eaſier 
ſolution found for thoſe Intricacies, than my 
Lawyers can at preſent expedite. 

I am adviſed howſoever to proſecute my Ad- 
verſarics in the ſame manner, and at the ſame 
Bar where they arraigned me, for a ſuſpicion of 
a real Suit of Felony, for that Riot againſt the 
publick Peace committed upon my Perſon 
which I am reſolved to do, in caſe I receive not 
better fatisl|action from them before the Seſſions, 
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nor ſhall my Husband's dilating Intreaties an 
Perſuaſions befool me any longer. 


Either love me, or leave me, 
And do not deceive me. 


The Faſhions and Cuſtoms her: are much 
different from thoſe of our Country, where the 
Wife ſhares an equal Portion with her Huſ- 
band in all things of Weal and Woe, and can 
liber intentare, begin and commence and finiſh 
a Suit in her own Name; they buy and ſell, and 
keep Accounts ; manage the Afﬀairs of Houlſe- 
hold, and Trade, and do all things relating 
to their ſeveral ſtations and degrees. I have 
heard and did believe the Proverb, That Eng- 
land was 4 Heaven for Women ; but I never 
{aw that Heaven, deſcribed in its proper Terms : 
For as to as much as I ſee of it, tis a very long 
proſpect, and almoſt diſappears to view ; it is 
to be enjoy'd but at ſecond-hand, and all by 
the Husband's Title; quite contrary to the . 
Cuſtom of the Ruftans, where it is a piece of 
their Divinity, that becauſe it's ſaid, that the 
Bilhop muſt be the Husband of one Wife, 
chey put out of Orders, and from all Eccle- 
fiattical Function, ſuch Clergymen, who by the 
Canon being bound to be married, are by death 
deprived of their Wives ; ſo that their Tenure 
to their Livings and Prefermentsclearly depends 
upon the Welfare and Long-life of their Yoke= 
Fellows, in whole Choice, as of ſach moment to * 
their well-being, they are very curious, as they 
are afterwards in their Care and Picſeryation of 
them, I 
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I could inſtance in many other Cuſtoms of 
nearer Nations, in reſpe&t to female Right and 
Propriety in their own Dowers, as well as in 
their Husband's Eſtates : but cum.faeris Rome, 
Romano vivite mare. 1 will not quarrel 
with the Eng/th Laws, which I queſtion not 
are rods. and well accommodated to the 
Genius and Temper of the People. 

While I mention theſe Cuſtoms, I cannot 
forbear to complain of a very great Rudeneſs 
and Incivility to which the Maſs and Gene- 
rality of the Engliſh Vulgar are moſt pronely 
inclined ; that is,. to hoot and hollow, and 
purſue Strangers with their Maltitudes thro' 
the Streets, preſſing upon them even to the 
Danger of their Lives; and when once a Cry, 
or ſome ſcandalous Humour is bruited among 
them, they become Brutes indeed. A Bar» 
barity I thought could not poſliblybe- in this 
Nation, whom I heard famed for fo much Ci- 
vility and Urbanity. This I experimented the 
other day in Fan» church» ſtreet, as I was 
paſſing through it upon ſome occaſion ; which 
being noiſed and ſcattered among the 'Prentices, 
I was forced to bethink of ſome Shift and 
Stratagem to avoid them ; which was by put- 
ting my Maid into a Coach, that by good 
hap was at hand, and epping into an ad- 
Joining Tavern ; which the Herd mitltaking 
my Maid for me, and following the Coach 
as ſuppoſing me there for the Convenience 
thereaf, gave me the Opportunity of eſcaping 
from them, A Regulation of this Kind of 
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Uproar by ſome ſeyere Penalties, would much 
conduce not only to the honour of the Govern- 
ment of the City, but the whole Nation in 
general ; having heard the French very much 
complain of the like Injuries and Afﬀronts : 
but thoſe to me I may juſtly place to my Huſ- 
band's Account, who hath expoſed me to the 
undeſerved Wonder, and to be a May-game 
to the Town. 

And to his Debility and Meanneſs of Spirit, 
I am likewiſe beholden for ſome other ſcan- 
dalous Libels and Paſquils divulged upon this 
occaſion of our Marriage ; chiefly for the Ri- 
baldry of ſome pitiful Poetry, intitled, 4 We/t- 
minſter Wedding, which equally refleQts as 
much upon himſelf as me. This Tameneſs 
of his doth hugely incenſe me ; and I ſwear, 
were it not for the Modeſty of my Sex, the 
Bonds of which I will not be provoked to 
tranſgreſs, I would get fatisfaQtion myſelf of 
thoſe pitiful Fellows, who by this impudent 
and ſaucy Scribling, do almoſt every day be- 
{patter my Honour. At leaft, I wonder my 
Husband doth not vindicate himſelf, and aſflert 
his own®Reputation, ( having threatned it fo 
much in print,) and juſtify mine. 
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HUS have you read her Caſe, as foe relates it 3 
and thus you may ſeo how this Cheat was managed 
on both ſides; Carleron and his Friends «vere as 

covetous as ſhe was cunning : how ſhe contrived to baue 
Anſwers to her Letrers from the Foreign Peſts, <chich, 
coming to their Hands, blinded them, and catſed rem 
ro imagine? hr no leſs than a Princeſs, I knoww not ; but 
theſe Letters were her Maſter-piece. Þf «cas this that 
was the beſt Card in her whole Pack. | 


* But many of thoſe, who rejoiced at her Acquirtal 
and Deliverance from Priſon, had little cauſe for it at- 
rerwards, as will appear by the Sequel; for ſome, who 
had even viſited her with Congratulations at ber Lodg- 
ings, were the very Perfons not long after cheated by 
her of a canfiderable Quantity of Plate, and then rhey 
curſed her, as they now magnified her for a great Wit, 
Beauty, and brave Woman. It muſt indeed be con- 
feſs'd, that her Husband and his Relations were too 
ſevere in their Proſecutions, and there was much 
Malice in their Actions, becauſe they could make 
nothing out againſt ber of the two Marriages. This 
threw her upon the cold Bleak of the World, and laid 
the Foundation of her uttcr Ruin. She was fo famous, 
that ſo great a Novelty had not been known in the Age 
ſhe liv'd, nor in any orher Age, as | can read of 3 I ne- 
ver heard of her Paralle] inevery thing ; and | believe, 
had ſhe been expoſed to publick View for Profir, ſhe 
might have raiſed 50: /. of thoſe that would have given 
Sixpence and a Shilling a-picce to ſee her; it was the 
oply Talk for all the Places of publick Reſort in ard 
near Lonaop. 

She appeared for a ſhort time upon the Duke's T be- 
atre in Dor ſet-Gardens, and once pertormed io a Play, 
aiter her own Name the German Princeſs ; there was 
a great Confluence of People to behold her, yer the did 
not perform 10. well as was expected, but there was 
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preat Applauſes beſtow'd upon her : Every new thing 
being, as they fay, but nine Days wonder; hers was 
not to laft many Years, altho' it was juſt nine Years 
from her thus firſt afting on the Stage, to her laſt ating 
at the Gallows, 

Some of her Friends adviſed her to ſct up a Coffees 
Houſe, at which Employment ſhe might have done well 
enough, and which Trade her Husband Car/eton was 
afterwards neceſſitated to take up: But ſhe had other 
Fiſh to fry, ſhe had a running Brain, and the whole 
City of London was too little for her to at in. But it 
was her Fate to do ſome more notable Actions, ſuch as 
would bring her again to the O/4-Batley. 

Before ſhe left the Theatre, ſhe had a large Parcel 
of Cullics, that having heard of her Fame, and ſeen 
her Perſon, were very deſirous of a nearer Acquains 
tance; and ſhe, who mightily lov'd Company and Gal- 
lantry, was free enough of Acceſs, yet treated them 
all with a gallant Indifferency ; of ſome ſhe would want 
a Point-Lace, a new Gown, or ſome ſuch other thing 
to at in ; at other times ſhe would cunningly beg their 
Watches and Rings, by commending them : but not to 
belye her, ſhe was not yet much guilty of the Crime of 
Incontinency. Her Husband Carleton often ſaying that 
he did not atall believe her to be a common Proſtitute, 
not to be enjoyed by every one that courted her, that 
ſhe had no great Inclination that way, 'till one Mr. Cham- 
berlaine of Southampton-ſtreet, a Gentleman of about 
55 Years of Age, found means to win her; but he paid 
dcar for his Leachery. This Perſon was ſo deep in love 
with her, that, notwithſtanding he knew all her Tricks, 
and the Story of her Foreign Birth to be Romantick, 
he cohabited with her for ſome Weeks. The Day after 
he had firſt lain with her, he preſented her with a Jewel 
of 50 1. value, and decked her in the moſt rich Appat el, 
not altogether perhaps in reſpe& to her Perſon, but for 
his own wanton Humour. Yet he, like an old Fox, 
knowing that he had a Serpent in his Boſom, would 
not truſt her with any Money, nor himſelf neither, for 
all the time they liv'd together, he did not keep above 
101. in the Houſe at a time. He had an Annuity of 
4.01, and as he received his Quarterly or Half-yearly 
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Payments, he carried the Money to a Goldſmith's, and 
Fetch'd it as he had occaſion ; and the Goldſmith's Bill 
he was very cautious of, not leaving it in any Box, 
*Cheſt, or Trunk, that might be broke open, bur ill 
carrying it about with him in his Pocket. She minded 
all this well enough, and was for ſume time contente1 
ro live in that private retired manner, *till he coming 
home one night ſo drunk, that ſhe was forced to put 
him to Bed ; where, when he was laid, and ſhe found 
by his ſnoring that he was faſt aſleep, ſhe examined 
his Pockets, and looking into his Letter-Caſe among his 
Papers, ſhe there found a Bill upon a Gold'mith in 
Lombard-ſireet tor 1c0!. This ſhe tecures, and puts all 
up again ; and although her Bedtellow ſleeps hard, yet 
ſhe rakes little Reſt : wherefore carly in the Morning, 
© before he was willing to awake, ſhe called on him, 
telling him that his Friend Mr. Horton of Brentford 
had been there, and muſt needs ſpeak with him that 
day, this Horto72 having a great many Eitects of the old 
Gentleman's in his Hands; wherefore he judging ſome- 
thing more than ordinary, made all poſltble ſpeed to 
Brentford. The Coaſt being now clear, ſhe was re- 
ſolved to march off, and leave her old Friend. She 
breaks open the Locks of a Trunk and Box, and rifles 
them both, where ſhe finds 20 Picces of old Gold, a 
olden Seal, an old Watch, and ſome odd Pieces of 
_e: theſe, together with the Rings, Pendants, and 
Necklaces, the old Gentleman had preſented her with, 
made a tolerable Booty, and now ſhe trips off to a new 
Lodging towards Jeſt. Smithfield, and there lies cloſe. 

Having thus over-reached her old Lover, it was not 
long e'er ſhe had a young one, who you ſhall fee ſhe 
uſed no better than the former. She paſſed in her new 

Lodgings for a Virgin newly come out of the Countr 
_ ſome extracrdinary Occafions ; ſhe was —_—_ 
of a Maid-Servant, as cunning and as ſubtle a Baggage 
as herſelf, and who was afterwards very aflilting to her in 
all her Aﬀairs. She had already given out that the had 
1000s. ro her Portion, left by an Uncle, and which ſhe 
would demand upon her Marriage. One Mr !!004ſor, 
a young Gentleman oft 7/i;22ton, who had an Eſtate of 
200 0. fer Ann. and 5041. in ready Money, ſaw her, 
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'and ſoon became enamonred, and profeſſed a moſt vio- 
lefit Paſſion for her ; but ſhe, pretending to be mighty 
un«illing to marry without her Father's Conſent, and 
ſhewing him twenty forg'd Letters as from 4 dmirers 
in the Country, and by one Trick or other, at laſt found 

£ars to rob him of about 3201. and then ſhifrcd her 
L odgings to Ho nſaitch : 

Where ſhe told her Landlady,that a Country Gentleman 
of her Acquaintance, happening to fall fick in a pitiful 
Alctouſe in London, died, and that ſome Friends of his 
ang her together, had thought it convenient to remove 
the Corpſc to a Houſe of more Credit, in order to a 
handſome Burial. The Landlady readily oranted the uſe 
of her beſt Chamber, whither the Corpſe was brought, 
and a toppiay Undertaker in Leadenhail-ſtreer laid hold 
of the Jobb, who having received an unlimited Com- 
miſtion ro perfyurm the Funeral, reſolved that nothing 
ſhould be wanting to make the Bill as compleat as pol- 
fible. Accordingly he provides a good Quantity of old 
Plate for an Ornament to the Room, where the Body 
lay, v's two [large filver Candleſticks, a ſilver Flaggon, 
two ſtanding filver Bowls, and ſeveral other Pieces of 
Plate ; but the Night before the intended Bauri:l, 1/a- 
dam and her Maid handed out to their Comrades a | the 
Man's Plate, together with the Velver Pall, and'then 
ev: away by a Ladder that was placed to the Balcony. 
Upon opening the Coffin, which had b2en brought from 
an Alchouſe nailed up, it was filled with nothing but 
Brick bats. 

Her next Prank was in chenting a Mercer in Lom- 
bard-ſireer, by pretending to buy a large Quanti:y of 
Silks; and bringing his Apprentice in the Coach with 
her, in order for Payment, ſhe bilk d the Youngſter at 
—_— and brought off the Goods to the valus 
dt 205z. 

Soon after this ſhe cheated two FPeavers in Spittle- 
fields, and a ] aceman, of Goods to the value of $01. 
by dancing them up and down the Town from place to 
place, 'till by ſome Wile or Straragem ſhe could find 
me 11:8 to drop them, and carry off the Goods ſhe had 
b.gught from their Houſes. 
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being a4 Mantua-Maker, ſhe ordered two new Gowns 
and Perticoats to be made againſt her Birth-day, as ſhe - 
pretended, when ſeveral Friends, ſhe ſaid, were to come 
4nd be merry with her ; a great many Workwomen the 
good Woman hired to get the Work done againſt the 
time, when ſeveral of her ſharping Companions eame 
richly habited, and a ſumptuous Banquet was provided 
for them, at which the Landlady drank fo freely, 
that in the Evening ſhe laid herſelf on the Bed to 
repoſe ;. and being faſt aſleep, our Princeſi, with 
the Help of her Companions, carried off all the Wo- 
man's Plate, and every thing elſe that was portable. 
She likewiſe trick'd an Exchange Woman of Ribbands, 
Hoods, Scarfs, Gloves, £9c. and after that drew in and 
trapann'd a young Lawyer at Hefſor in Middleſex of 199 4. 
She often changed her Lodgings, vifited Taverns and 
Alehouſes, dealing filver Tankards, Bowls, and other 
drinking Veſſels in abundance ; but for ſome of theſe 
Fats ſhe was deteQted, found Guilty, and ſent to Za- 
maica ; from whence ſac returned in little more than a 
year, great with Child, and was delivered ſoon after of 
a fine BOY, at her Lodgings in the little 0/4-Baily, the? 
ſome have ſaid ſhe was brought to bed in Newgate, 
and that it was a miraculous Child, by ſaving his Me- 
ther's Life when in the Womb; inſinuating thereby, that 
ſhe evaded the Execution of her Sentence of Death by 
pleading her _ 

She preſently fell to her old Trade of Pilfering and 
Cheating, 'till ſhe met with an Aporhecary, to whom 
ſhe prerended to be a rich Citizen's Niece, and was 
attually married to him in the young Lady's Name, and 

having robb'd him of a great Sum of Money, lefr him. 

1 After this, ſhe took Lodgings at Charing-Croſs, a 
rich old Batchelor, a Watch-maker, lodging in the ſame 
Houſe; ſhe invites the Landlady, her Daughter, and 
the Watch-maker to go ſee a Play at Dorfer-Gardens, 
and afterwards entertains them at the Greet-Dragon 
Tavern in Fleet-ſtrees with a Supper : ſhe pretending to 
be Tent for into another Company of Gentlemen and 
Ladies, that were in the Tavern, ſlipt home, and broke 
pen the Watchmaker's Trunks (there being only two 

3 little 


The Landlady of the Houſe, where ſhe once lodged, . 
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little Girls left in the Houſe, *tiil the Return of the 
Family) and ſteals 2c0 1. ready Muney, and about 30 
rich Watches, ro the Value of 4001. more ; while her 
Maid Herne, alias Keeling, found means to Real from 
the Landlacty and the Watchmaker at the Tavern, and 
came to the Place her Miſtreſs had appointed to meet 
her at. This Robbery alarmed all the 'Town, and 
though ſhe paſſed for a Widow, and had fo diſguiſed 
her Countenance, that it was not every one knew her 
agiin, yet the German Princeſs was cried up every 
where for the Thief, This was her laſt Proje®, her ap- 
pointed time was drawing nigh, her Glaſs had but ſew 
more Sands to run, She now paſſed the River of T }ames 
Southward, and lodged in St. G-orge's Fields, where 
one Fiſher, a Bailift, ſearching aſter one Lancaſter a Fe 
lon, who had robb'd Mr. Freeman a Brewer in South- 
wwark, of 2:01. unawares came upon her Highneſs, who 
was walking in her Chamber in a rich Night-Gown, 
with a Letter upon her 'Table, diceted for one Hye, 
a notorious Robber, by which ſhe was diſcovered, im- 
priſcned, and brought by Habens Corpus trom the Mar- 
fhalſea to Newgate. On the 1th of Jannary 1678 ſhe 
was tricd at the 0/4-Zazly, for privately itcaling a Piece 
of Plate from a Tavern in Chancery-Lane, and being 
found guilty, received Sentence of Death, and was ac- 
cordingly executed at 7yburu on Wedneſday the 22d 
of the ſame Month, being her Birth-day, in company 
with five Men Malefactors. She died a Roman Catho- 
lick, and was ſeemingly a great Penitent. She carried 
a ſmall Picture of her firit Husband Car/cron pinn'd on 
her Sleeve ro Yyburn, and put it in her Boſom when 
ſhe was going to be turn'd off, requeſting it might be 
buried with her, which. was complicd with accordingly, 
at St. Vartin's in the Fields. 

She conteſs'd, that ſhe was born at Canrerbury, 7a- 
7181 22. 1642. her Father's Name being Mogers, a 
Choriiter inthe Cathedral there, but died, and her Mo- 
ther after married to an Inn keeper in that City ; and 
that, notwithſtanding the Carlerons failed in their Proot 
at her Trial at the 0/4 Fcaily, ſhe was aCtually married 
to Steadman the Shoemaker, and Day the S7geer, both 
of the City of Canterbrry. 


The END. | A. 
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